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The passage of time 
doesn’t erase the 
pain of a loss. It 

hasn’t for me, anyway.
I gather that it hasn’t 

for Eva Gainer, either, as 
I listened to her tell her 
story at the � lming of a 
Shaw TV episode of The 
Lunch Counter in late 
January 2013.

Eva Gainer, RCMP 
Cst. Bob Charron and 
I were on a panel being 
interviewed by Shaw TV 
producer Tamie Williams 
about road safety.

It was July 23, 2000, 
when Gainer’s life was 
horri� cally altered by a 
drunk driver.  

There were three fatal-

ities: Eva’s husband and 
son were killed; the drunk 
driver also perished.  

Eva, herself, was crit-
ically and permanently in-
jured.

I � rst met Gainer at 
the National Day of Re-
membrance for Road 
Traf� c Victims event I 
had organized in Novem-
ber 2012.  

She attended and 
spoke both as a represent-
ative of Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving and as a 
road traf� c victim herself.

I will take this oppor-
tunity to thank others who 
helped make that event a 
success, particularly Ke-
lowna Mayor Walter Gray 
who had issued a proc-
lamation, RCMP Const. 
Kris Clark who brought 
a patrol car and took a 
turn at the microphone, 
Paul Nesbitt of Designat-
ed Dads who spoke pas-
sionately about the im-
portant service they pro-
vide, Calum MacMillan 
of Young Drivers who 
spoke, Magda Kapp and 
Maribeth Friesen who set 
up a brain injury aware-
ness display on be-
half of Braintrust Can-
ada, West Kelowna Fire 

Chief Wayne  Schnitzler 
who was in attendance, 
and most importantly Ke-
lowna Fire Chief Jeffrey 
Carlisle who, as well as 
speaking, performed the 
important function of di-
recting his crew to raise 
the ladder on the � re truck 
and use the � ood light to 
illuminate the evening 
event.

Vera Tuningley was 
also in attendance at that 
event.  

Her late husband, 
Stew, is the generous soul 
who had been picking up 
garbage along Shannon 
Lake Road in July 2011, 
in broad daylight, in the 
ditch, wearing a re� ective 
vest, when a young fellow 
lost control of his pickup 
truck and killed him.

Tonya Alton also at-
tended. Tonya lost her 

21-year-old daughter, 
Shayla, in a crash along 
McKinley Landing Road 
in Kelowna in December, 
2011.

Pass these women 
on the street, and you 
wouldn’t have a clue.

Of course you 
wouldn’t. Road traf� c 
victims don’t walk around 
with signs around their 
necks.

In fact, most have 
learned not to talk about 
it at all.

We don’t want to hear 
it. It is painful for us to 
hear the words coming 
out of their mouths.

And those who have 
lost loved ones are the tip 
of a very large iceberg.  

Statistically, the � ve 
fatalities occurring in 
those three crashes repre-
sent the tip of an iceberg 

that includes about 1,200 
people who suffered in-
juries (240 people in-
jured per fatality), many 
of whom have ended up 
with permanent symp-
toms, like Gainer.

As much as we might 
not want to hear it, I think 
it’s important that we do.  

It is only by recog-
nizing the painful scope 
of the problem that we 
will be motivated to in-
sist on and work towards 
a change in driving atti-
tudes.  

That’s all it takes, real-
ly. Crashes are not inevit-
able. It is exactly these 
types of stories I am pub-
lishing on my OneCra-
shisTooMany.com aware-
ness website.

I invite those of you 
motivated to join me in 
my One Crash is Too 

Many campaign to attend 
the second annual One 
Crash is Too Many gala 
event that I am putting 
on again in partnership 
with Braintrust Canada, 
the bene� ciary of funds 
raised at the event to as-
sist them in their import-
ant work.  

Tickets for the April 
20 event can be ordered 
through the Braintrust 
Canada website.  

Email me directly if 
you have any dif� culty.

This column is in-
tended to provide general 
information about injury 
claims. It is not a substi-
tute for retaining a lawyer 
to provide legal advice 
speci� cally pertaining to 
your case. Paul Hergott is 
a lawyer at Hergott Law 
in West Kelowna. 

paul@hlaw.ca  
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In just a few months after 
graduating from Okanagan Mis-
sion Secondary School in Kelow-
na, 2nd Lt. Elizabeth Campbell is 
pursuing her pilot’s career as the 
youngest serving female second 
lieutenant in the Canadian Forces.  

Destined for a life in the avi-
ation industry, Campbell’s career 
has taken off in a big way.

Only days after graduating 
from high school in Kelowna, the 
now 18-year-old traveled to Vic-
toria on a full scholarship to earn 
her private pilot license through 
her participation and years of 
hard work with the Kelowna Air 
Cadets. 

Campbell was selected to at-
tend a seven-week course for air 
cadets to acquire their Transport 
Canada regulated private pilot li-
cense and their Air Cadet Power 
Pilot Wings. 

In the early days of last sum-
mer, Campbell was � ying solo far 
above the shores of Vancouver Is-

land while earning her wings. 
The Canadian Forces called 

for Campbell during her private 
pilot license training, resulting in 
her mentors generously acceler-
ating her course to completion in 
just � ve weeks. 

In August, she attended the 
Canadian Forces Aircrew Selec-
tion Centre in Toronto. 

It is very dif� cult to be ac-
cepted to the facility and even 
harder to pass the screening. The 
designated candidates must be 
near-perfect human specimens 
and pass stringent background 
checks. 

The candidates must success-
fully pass cognitive, spatial and 
motor skills testing, hand/eye 
co-ordination, and general suit-
ability for being an aircrew mem-
ber in the Canadian Forces. 

Those candidates who suc-
ceed are then sent for further eval-
uation in computer controlled 
� ight simulator testing. 

The historic success rate for 
pilot candidates at the CFASC is 
about 45 per cent. 

After qualifying in mid-Au-
gust, Campbell returned home to 
Kelowna to await word from the 
Canadian Forces air crew selec-
tion board.

The news that Campbell re-
ceived was much better than an-
ticipated, she was accepted into 
the highly sought after Bache-
lor of Aviation Technology de-
gree program at Seneca College 
in Ontario delivered in conjunc-
tion with state-of-the art Canadi-
an Forces pilot training. 

Participants in the partner-
ship program gain on-the-job ex-
perience � ying maritime, � ght-
er, transport and tactical helicop-
ter aircraft. 

Simultaneously, they earn a 
degree which includes business 
management, airport operations 
and planning, and air carrier ad-
ministration knowledge.

In October, Campbell traveled 
to the Canadian Forces Recruit-
ing Centre in New Westminster 
to accept her career offer and was 
sworn in. 

Days later, Campbell was 

off for a 15-week grueling win-
ter course in basic military of� -
cer training at the Canadian Forc-
es Leadership and Recruit School  
in St-Jean-sur-Richelieu, Que. 

Campbell’s training empha-
sized basic military skills, weap-
ons handling, � rst aid, leadership 
fundamentals as well as ethical 
values. 

Since physical � tness is an in-
tegral component of military ser-
vice, a large part of the course was 
spent in physical � tness training, 
some of it in -30 C weather. 

Of the 39 recruits in Camp-
bell’s platoon, 24 successfully 
graduated.

Campbell was honoured by 
200 of her peers to bear the Ca-
nadian � ag at the prestigious 
CFLRS graduation ceremony. 

The day after her graduation, 
she was transferred to CFB Es-
quilmalt in Victoria for a tem-
porary posting with the Search 
and Rescue arm of the Canadian 
Forces, where she will celebrate 
her 19th birthday. 

▼ MILITARY 

OKM grad ful� lling dream to be a pilot

3995 Lakeshore Road, Kelowna
250-764-7232

www.missionmeats.com

 
    

 

in-store made

SMOKED
PORK HOCKS

$229
/ lb

Farm Fed Brand

WHOLE
ROASTERS
$399

/ lb

FroZen

PORK 
BACK RIBS
$379

/ lb

in store made

SLICED EASY 
CARVE HAM

99¢
 /100g
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11th Annual Kelowna Relay for Life
June 1st - 2nd in Kelowna City Park

Register your team or as an individual;
• visit www.relaybc.ca or
•  pick up your registration form at the Canadian Cancer Society 

Kelowna o�  ce 250-763-6381
• join us as a survivor and register for free! 
Help celebrate and kick o�  Relay For Life 
with the survivor victory lap.
relayforlife.ca

Emergency Services

• White Fillings
• Crowns, Veneers
• Grafts
• Root Canals
• Extractions
• Invisalign
• Implants
• Sedation

310-478 Bernard Ave. • 250.762.6842
www.bernarddental.ca

Dr. Jeff KozaK

New patients 
welcome!

Open Fridays


