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Home is where the road is.
We can get you ready!

250-860-3993
6 - 1952 Spall Rd. Kelowna

K.P. Tirecraft (1977) Ltd.K.P. Tirecraft (1977) Ltd.K.P. Tirecraft (1977) Ltd.

Glen Baron

Gary Withers

Al Miedema

Randy Miedema

Family owned & operated since 1977

Join us on Facebook

Fifth Wheels, Travel Trailers, Tent Trailers, 
Cargo Trailers ~ Servicing most trailers up to 32 ft.

Trailer Tires • Trailer Rims
Trailer Service • Brakes • Alignment • Bearings

BOOK YOUR

SERVICE N
OW!

DON’T 
DELA

Y!

$20off
Present this 
coupon at 

KP Tirecraft  
and save

Trailer Servicing or Trailer Tire Purchase
Expires May 31 2013

✁

Not to be combined with other coupons or offers. No cash value.

Volunteer Run Directors and Committee Members Needed!

Become a member of the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation  
CIBC Run for the Cure volunteer planning committee in Kelowna.

Gain invaluable leadership and networking opportunities  
by working with the largest volunteer led event in Canada.

Our volunteers are the key to a future without breast cancer.

Join us in making Run day on Sunday, October 6, 2013  
the most successful event ever.

For more information please contact  
Katie Syroid at ksyroid@cbcf.org, call 1.800.561.6111.

Want to make  
a difference? 

You can!

www.cbcf.org

NEWS

I unveiled a new road 
safety initiative at the 
second annual One 

Crash is Too Many gala 
event last month.

Thank you to this 
year’s “celebrities,” lead-
ers in the local “car crash 
industry” who helped 
make this year’s event a 
success: AM 1150’s Phil 
Johnson, personal injury 
lawyer Steven Turner, 
West Kelowna Fire Chief 
Wayne Schnitzler, RCMP 
member Sandy Fazan, 
and Kelowna General 
Hospital chief of staff Dr. 
Mike Ertel.

I am also very grate-
ful to the substantial vol-
unteer efforts of CHBC’s 
Don Ferguson and his stu-
dents at the Centre for 
Arts and Technology, 
who put together a fabu-
lous western-themed 
video of the celebrities at 
the OK Corral, costumes 
generously donated by 
Kerri Brandel, of Calow-
na Costume.

Of course, Mag-
da Kapp and her crew at 
BrainTrust Canada were 
the wizards behind the or-
ganization and perfect 
execution of the event it-
self.

The new road safety 
initiative I unveiled is the 
“ten and two challenge.”

I wrote about experi-
menting with this road 
safety idea in my column 
of March 29, 2012. It was 
in that column where I 
shared my thoughts about 
the senseless rear-ender 
crash March 20, 2012, 
that resulted in the death 
of one motorcyclist and 
serious injuries to another 
in Kelowna.

My experiment, 
which has been ongoing 
for over a year now, has 
been a success. 

I found that it takes ef-
fort to keep my hands at a 
particular location on the 
steering wheel.  

Any time my mind 
wanders, whether it be 
thinking about the of-
� ce, my kids, or whatever 
the distraction, my hands 
naturally move to one of 

those more comfortable 
positions that most of us 
end up using after years 
and years of driving.

You know what I 
mean—right wrist hang-
ing over the top of the 
steering wheel; hands in 
the lap operating the bot-
tom of the wheel; one 
hand on the wheel and the 
other elbow on the elbow 
rest, whatever your par-
ticular “sweet spot” is.

I � nd that I immedi-
ately notice the move-
ment of my hands from 
the position I commit-
ted to maintaining, which 
alerts me that I’m not fo-
cusing my attention on 
the road and snaps me to 
attention.

See, I’m not a natur-
ally attentive driver. Over 
the years of seeing the re-
sults of crash after crash 
after crash, I have become 
more and more respon-
sible in my driving, but of 
course my mind is prone 
to wander just like every-
one else’s.

Just like everyone 
else, I had my share of 
close calls when I would 
slam on my brakes just in 
time; realize almost too 
late that I am entering an 

intersection on a red light; 
etc. I had my share of situ-
ations that could have 
ended up like the one on 
March 20, 2012, in Ke-
lowna, or the recent hor-
rendous tragedy in Surrey.

I have not had even 
one close call since start-
ing my ten and two ex-
periment over a year ago.  
Its success got me excited.  

If it is so successful for 
me, perhaps it will be suc-
cessful for others.  

Perhaps if I can con-
vince everyone to do this 
very simple thing while 
driving, a real difference 
can be made.

Announcing a road 
safety initiative at a gala 
event of 120 people does 
about as much for road 
safety in this province as 
being buried to the neck 
in the desert and trying 
to dig yourself out with 
the chopsticks that Jack-
ie Chan put in your mouth 
(I love that movie, Shang-
hai Noon).

I am so very grate-
ful to Global news anchor 
Doris Bregolisse who 
happened to be at the gala 
event, interviewed me on 
camera, and broadcast my 
ten and two challenge on 

Global this past Sunday.  
A Google search of 

One Crash is Too Many 
Challenge brings up the 
news video on the In-
ternet. There have been 
many encouraging re-
sponses posted to my 
OneCrashisTooMany.
com website, though most 
of them sought to correct 
me on my poor choice of 
hand position.  

I am informed that 
“10 and 2” has become 
problematic because it 
can cause the hands to get 
in the way of airbag de-
ployment and result in in-
juries.  

My research led me to 
Page 17 of ICBC’s publi-
cation “tuning up for driv-

ers; getting you ready 
for your road test,” avail-
able online, which states: 
“If there’s an airbag in 
the steering wheel, the 9 
o’clock and 3 o’clock or 
even an 8 o’clock and 4 
o’clock position may be 
better than the 10 o’clock 
and 2 o’clock.” 

Well, shoot. I wish 
I had seen that before 
Global kindly broadcast 
my challenge. Really, 
though, it doesn’t matter 
what particular hand pos-
ition you choose.  

What matters is com-
mitting to a particular pos-
ition, so that the natural 
move of your hands away 
from that position, when 
your mind is distracted, 

will snap you back to the 
important task at hand.

Whatever particular 
hand position you choose, 
I challenge whoever 
might be reading this col-
umn to join me in “doing 
the ten and two.”

I also invite you to of-
fer your feedback on how 
the mechanism works for 
you.

This column is intend-
ed to provide general in-
formation about injury 
claims. It is not a substi-
tute for retaining a lawyer 
to provide legal advice 
speci� cally pertaining to 
your case. Paul Hergott is 
a lawyer at Hergott Law 
in West Kelowna. 

paul@hlaw.ca  

▼ 10 AND 2 CHALLENGE

Convincing drivers to handle the steering wheel properly
ACHIEVING

JUSTICE

Paul
Hergott

Find stuff, buy stuff:
bcclassifieds.com


