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Faith Lutheran Church
250 Gibbs Rd W., Kelowna

250-765-0671
www.faithlutheran.shawbiz.ca

 For Children Ages 4-11 years  
J.A.M.Time Sundays at 9:45 am

(Jesus and Me Time)

  Sunday Morning Worship
at 10:00 am

Contact classified@kelownacapnews.com 
to include your place of worship.

2 col x 2” 
Ads

other sizes available

For ALL your OUTDOOR storage needs!
★ RVs ★ Boats ★ Trailers ★ Containers

★ Trucks ★ Cars ★ Equipment

Security fence with personal key pad entry,
rinse down bay & lot lighting.

Welcome
Home

Snowbirds!

No moorage?
No problem?

Short or Long Term Contracts • EXCELLENT PRICES

5475 Pierce Street, Peachland

BIG OR SMALL WE STORE IT ALL!
If space is an issue, we can help!

Present this ad for 1 FREE MONTH with 1 Year Contract

Located 5 minutes from Hwy 97 in Peachland, Town Facilities & Town Boat Launches

Tel: 250-767-9447 or 250-470-8183

    SUPERIOR
  STORAGE
SYSTEMS

Dinero Ent. Inc. D.B.A.

With the prov-
incial elec-
tion now con-

cluded and the respective 

campaigns left to re� ect 
and ponder the past thirty 
or so days I was reminded 
of the campaign I was in-

volved with when run-
ning for Parliament two 
years ago.

One of the messages 

I heard loudly and clearly 
from a wide variety of cit-
izens was the need to take 
immediate action on the 
MP pension plan, which 
was widely seen as gross-
ly unfair to taxpayers. It 
was a message I shared in 
Ottawa as one of the � rst 
MPs to publicly call for 
changes to the MP pen-

sion plan that would make 
it more respectful to tax-
payers.

It was rewarding to 
have the chance to vote in 
favour of those changes in 
the last budget implemen-
tation bill which will en-
sure the MP pension plan 
moves towards equal con-
tributions and also elimin-

ates early retirement pro-
visions. 

These are changes 
Canadians expected and 
asked for and the govern-
ment delivered on that re-
quest. 

It is for this reason 
that I am particularly 
disappointed by some re-
cent events that I know 
a number of citizens are 
concerned about as well. 

In fact, I have heard 
from an overwhelm-
ing number of constitu-
ents this past week who 
are united in sharing their 
strong opposition to un-
accountable Senators who 
engaged in actions that 
are unbecoming of public 
of� cials and that concern 
is justi� ed, in my view.

Although the Senate 
has proven dif� cult to re-
form, this is not from the 
lack of desire from a sig-
ni� cant portion of the 
Canadian public nor from 
the want of trying by  the 
government.

It comes large-
ly from particular prov-
inces arguing through the 
courts, that the constitu-
tion requires their con-
sent to make much need-
ed changes. While Can-

adians await further 
clari� cation from the Su-
preme Court of Can-
ada on the legal basis by 
which Senate reform or 
abolishment can occur, 
that delay should not be 
an excuse to engage in 
actions that are offensive 
to taxpayers. As I have in 
the past, I will continue to 
support changes that in-
crease accountability to 
taxpayers.

Ottawa is also very 
busy this week as a result 
of  the government intro-
ducing a motion to ex-
tend the sitting hours of 
the House of Commons 
into the evenings. Some 
of the bills coming before 
the House from govern-
ment this week include 
continued debate on Bill 
C-48, the Technical Tax 
Amendments Act, � rst 
debate on Bill C-52, the 
Fair Rail Freight Service 
Act, and report stage for 
Bill C-51, the Safer Wit-
nesses Act. Senate Bill 
S9, the  Nuclear Terror-
ism Act, will also come 
before the House for third 
reading debate. Private 
members business will 
include the � rst debate 
on Bill C-489, an act to 
amend the Criminal Code 
and the Corrections and 
Conditional Release Act 
(restrictions on offend-
ers). Business of Supply 
will also come before the 
House as will a number 
of votes.

Although I have dis-
cussed the majority of 
these bills in previous MP 
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A judgment released 
May 10, 2013, fol-
lowing an eight 

day Supreme Court of 
British Columbia person-
al injury trial, reminds 
me of the saying: “A man 
who is his own lawyer has 
a fool for a client”. The 
decision reads like a train 
wreck.

Marko Jurisevic was 
claiming compensation 
for injuries he sustained 
in three separate car/bi-
cycle collisions.  He had 
commenced three separ-
ate lawsuits, which is en-
tirely appropriate, and 
they were all scheduled to 
be heard at the same time, 
which is also a common 
practice.

The “train wreck” was 
that the judge, Madam 
Justice Kloegman, didn’t 

get to the part where she 
would assess the signi� -
cance of Jurisevic’s injur-
ies and losses and require 
� nancial compensation. 
She dismissed Jurisevic’s 
claims in all three law-
suits. In two, she found 
Jurisevic to be the one at 
fault, not the motorists he 
sued. The third was dis-
missed on Jurisevic’s 
technical failure to prop-
erly name the driver he 
was blaming for causing 
that collision.

Instead of being com-
pensated for his injuries, 
Jurisevic is going to be fa-
cing a costs bill of tens of 
thousands of dollars, pay-
able to ICBC.

Self-representation 
in our court system is a 
problem, and the saying 
I quoted at the beginning 
of this column is rarely 
applicable. Most people 
facing the courts without 
representation do so not 
because of any foolish-
ness, but because they 
cannot afford the horren-
dous expense of hiring a 
lawyer. That lack of legal 
representation results in 
horrendous inef� ciencies 
in our justice system as 
well as unjust results.

The “fool” label ap-
plies in the situation of a 
lawyer, � nancially able 

to afford legal representa-
tion, who represents him-
self in his own lawsuit. I 
have not made my com-
ments gender neutral be-
cause of course a woman 
lawyer would not be so 
foolish.

When reading about 
the disastrous result of an 
unrepresented injury vic-
tim going up against the 
full power of the Insur-
ance Corporation of Brit-
ish Columbia, my mind 
would typically go to the 
assumption that it could 
not have been a fair � ght, 
and the result could not 
have been a fair one.

I am thankful to 
Madam Justice Kloeg-
man for being so clear in 
her reasoning, which re-
lieved me of my concern 
about unfairness. By the 

way, I encourage anyone 
who is shocked or 
appalled by a media de-
scription of a court deci-
sion to read the judge’s 
actual reasons for judg-
ment. You will learn 
something.

The reasons for judg-
ment include a section 
where the judge assessed 
Jurisevic’s credibility, and 
found it lacking. It had to 
do with video surveillance 
footage which, for hon-
est and forthright victims, 
always helps prove rath-
er than hurts their claims.  
Jurisevic was clearly not 
an honest and forthright 
victim. 

In Madam Justice 
Kloegman’s words: “I 
found the use of a walk-
er by the plaintiff as he 
entered the of� ce of Dr. 

Pyper for an independent 
medical examination re-
quested by the defendants 
to be particularly reveal-
ing. The surveillance tape 
shows him striding from 
his house to his truck, 
carrying a walker, lifting it 
above his head with ease 
and smoothly swinging 
it into the truck, jogging 
across the road back to 
his house, returning to the 
truck and climbing into 
it. Yet when he arrived in 
the truck at the appointed 
location, he purported to 
need it to walk up the path 
to the doctor’s of� ce.”

In the end, the “fool” 
label does apply in this 
case.

With or without a law-
yer, your personal injury 
case is going to be a train 
wreck if you are not hon-

est and forthright to all in-
volved.  And good luck 
� nding a lawyer willing 
to take on a claim that has 
become a train wreck be-
cause of your own dis-
honesty.

Go to the Supreme 
Court of British Colum-
bia website, choose the 
button “Judgments” and 
search using “Jurisevic” 
and you can access the 
decision yourself.

This column is in-
tended to provide general 
information about injury 
claims.  It is not a substi-
tute for retaining a lawyer 
to provide legal advice 
speci� cally pertaining to 
your case. Paul Hergott is 
a lawyer  at Hergott Law 
in West Kelowna. 

‘A man who is his own lawyer has a fool for a client’
ACHIEVING

JUSTICE
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Hergott
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reports if there is a bill 
coming before the House 
you would like further in-
formation on, or would 
like to comment or share 
a concern please do not 
hesitate to contact my of-
� ce at your convenience. 
I can be reached via email 
at dan.albas@parl.gc.ca 
or toll free at 1-800-665-
8711.

Before this week’s re-

port comes to a close, I 
would like to congratulate 
those newly elected and 
re-elected MLAs who 
will be representing our 
region in Victoria. 

I would also like to 
thank retiring MLAs, 
such as Bill Barisoff and 
Harry Lali, who gave 
many years of service to 
citizens in their respective 
communities. Finally I 
would also like to recog-
nize all of those who ran 

for the of� ce of MLA but 
who were not successful.

It takes great courage 
to run for public of� ce 
and requires a signi� cant 
personal commitment 
during the writ period. 
A special thank-you to 
the many volunteers who 
work tirelessly behind the 
scenes helping candidates 
in their respective cam-
paigns. I look forward to 
working with our new and 
re-elected MLAs, along 

with the dedicated repre-
sentatives in local govern-
ment, to ensure we take 
action on issues of con-
cern for the citizens we 
collectively represent.

Dan Albas is the 
Member of Parliament for 
Okanagan-Coquihalla. 
His blog is DaninOttawa.
com and previous MP re-
ports are on line at www.
danalbas.com
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In Canada we have 
many reasons to be 
thankful. We live in a 

vast and beautiful space 
and enjoy freedoms and 
luxuries many in the 
world can only dream of.

Still, there are some 
areas in which Canada 
could stand to improve. 
A recent article in Mac-
lean’s magazine shared 
some of the stats from a 
UN agency report on the 
status of Canadian chil-
dren. In this report, Can-
ada was ranked in com-
parison to 28 other indus-
trialized countries and we 
didn’t score as well as you 
might think.

We came in 17th for 
overall well-being and did 

poorly when it came to 
providing the basic neces-
sities for children to grow 
into healthy and product-
ive adults. In terms of 
health and safety, includ-
ing vaccination rates and 
infant/child mortality, we 
ranked almost dead last—
in 27th place.

We are in the bottom 
third for relative child 
poverty.

Actually—poverty is 
said to be at the heart of 
many of our health prob-
lems. In past columns I 
have written about the 
negative health effects of 
poverty. It is probably the 
single biggest predictor of 
poor health.

That is not news—
and yet what are we do-
ing to reduce or eradicate 
poverty in Canada? Ac-
cording to the Maclean’s 
article—Canada has had 
a relatively stable poverty 
rate for 30 years with be-
tween 11 and 14 percent 
of Canadians living below 
the poverty line.

A growing number 
of people are starting to 
advocate for a change 

in our approach to this 
issue. One idea that war-
rants further investigation 
is a guaranteed annual in-
come or negative income 
tax.

This would replace 
our current welfare sys-
tem and would ensure 
Canadians had a certain 
minimum income. Those 
not earning enough from 
their work would see 
their income topped up 
through the tax system to 
a designated minimum 
amount. Unlike welfare, 
which is clawed back 
when people get employ-
ment or attend school, this 
money would be a grant 
to be spent as Canadians 
chose.

Of course, critics of 
this idea say it would re-
sult in laziness and people 
losing the motivation to 
better their employment 
circumstances.

Proponents of this 
idea believe it would 
bring positive results on 
several fronts. Not only 
would a negative income 
tax replace the paternalis-
tic and oppressive welfare 
system we currently have, 
but it would lower admin-
istrative costs substantial-
ly by delivering through 
the existing tax system 
and it would also reduce 
the negative health im-
pacts of poverty.

These potential posi-
tives have garnered a 

growing number of ad-
vocates from all political 
backgrounds.

We do already have 
a similar system in place 
for seniors in Canada. Im-
plementing the guaran-
teed income program for 
seniors brought this coun-
try’s poverty rates among 
the elderly way down. 
We now have some of 
the lowest poverty rates 
for this age group—com-
pared with some of the 
highest for child poverty.

In the 1970s a pi-
lot project in Manitoba 
tested the guaranteed in-
come model and new re-
search examining its 
health effects found that 
even modest income sec-

urity decreased hospital 
visits by 8.5 percent and 
also signi� cantly lowered 
doctor visits and mental 
health issues among those 
participating.

I think a program such 
as this should be tested 
on a larger scale to deter-
mine if it may prove more 
bene� cial than our cur-
rent social assistance pro-
gram. It could just revo-
lutionize the way we treat 
poverty in Canada—and 
by extension could im-
prove many aspects of the 
health and well-being of 
our citizens.

Paul Latimer is a 
psychiatrist at Okanagan 
Clinical Trials.
dr@okanaganclinicaltrials.com 
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An alternative to welfare may very well help many Canadians
HEALING
MINDS

Paul
Latimer

There will be bargains 
galore for garage sale 
types at the annual spring 
trunk sale at Okanagan 
College this weekend. 

Organized by the 
regional waste reduc-
tion of� ce, the trunk sale 
champions reuse and re-
cycling with one huge 
garage sale in the Oka-
nagan College parking lot 
Saturday from 8 a.m. until 
noon.

As an added draw, this 
year’s sale is being held in 

tandem with a giant gar-
age sale hosted by Oka-
nagan College in the auto-
motive shop on at the 
KLO campus. 

It will feature gently 
used furniture, including 
desks, chairs, shelves and 
� ling cabinets, plus com-
puter printers and mon-
itors. The maximum price 
for any item in the college 
garage sale will be $25.

Rae Stewart with the 
waste reduction of� ce 
said with more than 150 

vendors signed up to sell 
their wares right from the 
back of their vehicles, or 
trunks, it promises to be a 
busy day of bargains and 
reuse. 

“It’s going to be a buy-
er’s paradise. As they say, 
one person’s trash is an-
other’s treasure. Plus, 
keeping any unnecessary 
material out of our land� ll 
is always a win,” she said.

Stewart added, given 
the favourable feedback 
from residents, another 

trunk sale is also planned 
for later this year. 

“We’re going to run 
another event Saturday, 
Sept. 28, to give more 
people an opportunity to 
take part. We initially de-
signed these events for 
those in condos or apart-
ments who don’t trad-
itionally have the oppor-
tunity to host their own 
garage sales, but natural-
ly we’re not limiting it in 
that way, anyone can take 
part.”

The Trunk Sale will be 
held in parking lot 17 next 
to the student residence 
buildings. The college 
garage sale will be held 
adjacent to the trunk sale 
in the campus automotive 
shop. Both sales are free 
to attend, There will be a 
pancake breakfast hosted 
by the Okanagan Mission 
Lions Club.

For more  information 
go to regionaldistrict.com/
recycle, or call 250-469-
6250.

Big trunk/garage sale slated for OC Saturday


