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Locked out FortisBC employees extend a heartfelt

Thank You
to our communities for your continued support.

Wishing you and your loved ones a safe
and happy holiday season.

NEWS

Iam lucky to have 
been born with the 
kind of analytical 

brain that works well with 
maths and sciences.

Looking back, I 
feel that very little of 
the course work I did in 
maths and sciences has 
bene� ted me in my day to 
day life.  

One glaring exception 
is a statistics class I took 
during my undergraduate 
degree.

I have been unlucky as 
well. I was also born with 
a bit of an addictive per-

sonality. For example, I 
am the kind of guy who 
will suck back that extra 
1,200 calories in Christ-
mas baking, after supper, 
at a time when I’m trying 
to take off a few pounds.

One addiction I have 

been able to avoid is gam-
bling.

The prospect of that 
“next win” loses its allure 
once you’ve learned how 
to calculate, in precise 
percentage terms, the con-
sistent house advantage.  

And no, my good 
buddy who shall remain 
nameless, there is no way 
to beat that advantage 
with clever betting strat-
egies.

I wish I could some-
how use my analytic-
al brain to counter binge 
eating!

There are many other 
areas of my life where I 
have bene� ted from the 
things I learned in that sta-
tistics class.  

We all face statis-
tics and probabilities on a 
regular basis, particularly 
when someone is trying 
to convince us of some-
thing.  

An ability and con� -
dence of being able to see 
through the sometimes 
empty arguments is an 
ability I wish we all had.

An example is an ad-
vertisement for some 

medical remedy I read re-
cently in a magazine.  

The advertisement 
boasted that the remedy 
was bene� cial for 95 per 
cent of a majority of those 
who used it.   

As impressive as that 
sounds, a quick calcula-
tion reveals that it might 
not be impressive at all.  

If the “majority” is a 
slim one of 51%, for ex-
ample, 95% of that 51% 
majority is only 48.45%.

One of many areas 
where statistics can be 
misleading is the area of 

traf� c safety.  
Kelowna made the 

news this past year for be-
ing the “drunk driving 
capital of Canada,” based 
on statistics released by 
Statistics Canada.  

When you think about 
what the statistics really 
mean, though, the “lump 
of coal award” may not be 
warranted.

Statistics Canada re-
ports on the number of 
impaired driving offences 
per 100,000 people. Ke-
lowna “won” with 583.

That statistic was in-
terpreted to mean that Ke-
lowna has the highest 
per capita number of im-
paired drivers.  

An alternative and, in 
my view, more reasonable 
interpretation is that po-
lice enforcement of im-
paired driving offenders 
in Kelowna is the most ef-
fective in all of Canada.  

The statistic says only 
how many impaired driv-
ers were caught, not how 
many are out there.

Our police of� cers 
employed law enforce-
ment techniques and strat-
egies that resulted in nail-
ing a higher number 
of impaired drivers per 
100,000 people than po-
lice of� cers elsewhere.  

Instead of hanging 
our heads in shame, I say 
we should be holding our 
heads up high with pride 
at the fabulous work of 
our local police force, the 
RCMP.  

We can also credit 
British Columbia’s road-
side prohibitions that al-
low British Columbia po-
lice of� cers to work much 
more ef� ciently than 
those in other provinces.

Of course, however 
effective our local RCMP 
may be, the number of 
impaired drivers that get 
caught in their net is the 
tip of a very huge iceberg.  

An example of that 
impaired driver the 
RCMP stumbled upon in 
the middle of the day on 
Nov. 29, 2013, as RCMP 
media relations of� cer 

Cst. Kris Clark was leav-
ing a media event kicking 
off, ironically, this sea-
son’s CounterAttack cam-
paign. 

A traf� c stop made 
by Cst. Clark, against one 
driver led to another driv-
er being investigated for 
impaired driving.  

The latter driver, who 
had been driving while 
prohibited as a result of a 
previous impaired driv-
ing conviction, was found 
with a 1/2 full bottle of 
wine in her purse and re-
fused to comply with a 
breathalyzer demand.

We can’t sit back and 
rely on the RCMP to 
� x our impaired driving 
problem.  

While their net may 
be very effective com-
pared to the nets of other 
police forces, they cannot 
be all places at all times 
and an extremely small 
percentage of impaired 
drivers is caught within 
their net. 

My hat is off to those 
who are volunteering their 
time to make a real differ-
ence, notably the volun-
teers of MADD with their 
red ribbon campaign and 
the likes of Paul Nesbitt of 
Designated Dads who are 
volunteering their time to 
get our kids home safely.

Let’s each of us do our 
part to prevent impaired 
driving this holiday sea-
son.   

It’s not enough to en-
sure that we, ourselves, 
don’t drive impaired.  

Take a stand against 
others doing so.  

Stick your neck out 
with your family and 
friends and others around 
you. If you are unable to 
convince someone to not 
drive drunk, call 911 so 
that our � ne RCMP mem-
bers can intercept that per-
son and prevent another 
member of our commun-
ity being injured or killed 
by an impaired driver.

Paul Hergott is a law-
yer  at Hergott Law in 
West Kelowna. 

paul@hlaw.ca
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Statistics and probabilities require some analytical thought 
ACHIEVING

JUSTICE

Paul
Hergott

There will be a support group meeting for adults 
with diabetes and their support people on Tuesday, Jan. 
7, 2014, 6:30 p.m., at the Green Bay Bible Camp, 1441 
Green Bay Rd. in West Kelowna. 

Participants can meet others coping with Type 1 and 
Type 2 diabetes for support and discussions. 

These meetings are held the � rst Tuesday of each 
month except for July and August at the bible camp fa-
cility. It’s free and drop-ins are encouraged. For more in-
formation, email Gabriela (volunteer coordinator) at ke-
lownadiabetes@gmail.com.

Diabetes support group 
meetings at bible camp 
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