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WESTSIDE

Imay have milked the 
sidewalk safety cow 
quite enough with my 

third column on the sub-
ject last week.  

But I asked that you 
not hesitate to send me 
more questions on the 
subject, noting that per-
haps we could stretch it to 
a fourth column.

So wouldn’t you 
know, the emails kept 
coming. The topic seems 
to be one that really push-
es your buttons. 

This one topic has 
generated more email re-
sponses than I would ex-
pect to have in an entire 
year.

I’ve written so far 
about the responsibility 
of homeowners and oc-
cupiers to keep sidewalks 
around their property 
safe, the problem of snow 
plows leaving debris on 
sidewalks, and the re-
sponsibility of pedestrians 
to keep themselves safe.

This week, my col-
umn topic was inspired 
by a reader named Peter, 
who asked the question:  
“I wonder how a city such 
as Kelowna can purport 
itself to be green when 
they do not enforce the 
appropriate bylaws which 
only encourages people 
to drive as it is much saf-
er than walking in some 
areas.”

It is an excellent ques-
tion, and one that makes a 
connection between side-
walk safety and road traf-
� c safety in general.

Peter framed his ques-
tion in terms of being 
“green.”

In fact, the green goal 
of getting people out of 
their vehicles and getting 
around using their own 
power or public transit is 
directly aligned with the 
identical road traf� c safe-
ty goal.  

Simply, the fewer cars 
there are on the road, the 
fewer crashes there will 
be.

Our municipal gov-
ernment, and really all 
levels of government, 
should be looking for 
ways to minimize vehi-
cle traf� c.  

One glaringly obvious 
way to do that is to en-
sure our municipal side-
walks are safe for pedes-
trian traf� c.  

In fact, failure to do so 
in this case gives citizens 
no alternative but to use 

their personal vehicles.
I wonder how many 

people drive to communi-
ty mail boxes during the 
winter months, instead of 
walking, because the lev-
el of sidewalk clearing is 
so poor that walking is too 
treacherous.

I wonder how many 
people opt generally to 
take their personal ve-
hicles instead of walk-
ing or taking public tran-
sit during times when 
our sidewalks are in their 
most dangerous condi-

tion.
I wonder how many 

additional motor vehicle 
collisions arise simply be-
cause there are more vehi-
cles on the road as a con-
sequence of dangerous 
and poorly cleared side-
walks.

Keeping sidewalks 
clear of snow and ice is 
not just a public safety is-
sue to prevent pedestrian 
injuries.

It is a public safety is-
sue because failing to do 
so increases vehicle traf-

� c and therefore increas-
es vehicle collisions and 
injuries.

What grade do our 
municipalities get for 
achieving the public safe-
ty goal of keeping side-
walks clear of snow and 
ice? From my perspec-
tive, it’s a failing grade.

They have “passed 
the buck” for responsi-
bility of sidewalk clear-
ing to homeowners and 
occupiers by bylaw, and 
failed    to enforce that re-
sponsibility by enforcing 

the bylaw.  
Without enforcement, 

the bylaw is meaningless.
Here is my very pub-

lic request that our munic-
ipal leaders give this is-
sue very serious consid-
eration.

I am not going to pre-
tend that there is an easy 
solution of getting bylaw 
enforcement of� cers to 
write a few tickets.  

I don’t know what 
the right answer is. I do 
know that the issue falls 
squarely within your ju-

risdiction, though, and we 
are all relying on you to 
“make it happen.”

This column is intend-
ed to provide general in-
formation about injury 
claims. It is not a substi-
tute for retaining a lawyer 
to provide legal advice 
speci� cally pertaining to 
your case. Paul Hergott is 
a lawyer at Hergott Law 
in West Kelowna. 

paul@hlaw.ca   

Royal LePage Place or a 
commercial grade wire-
less Internet system in the 
arena.

Coun. Carol Zanon 
said she isn’t happy with 
any of those suggestions.

“I have a different out-
look on this completely; I 
really believe we have to 
do something for the chil-
dren,” said Zanon.

“The other recom-
mendations that the com-
mittee put forward are 
really not oriented toward 
a child and upcoming 
players of the sport. 

“I would like to see 
some kind of a proposal 
come back that involves 
the children of this com-
munity.”
wpaterson@kelownacapnews.

com  

▼ WINTER TASK  

Sidewalk snow clearing bylaw useless if not enforced
ACHIEVING

JUSTICE

Paul
Hergott

actually broke down, the 
disease was too far gone  
to treat. 

Zoey’s condition con-
tinued to deteriorate very 
rapidly, so Lindsay decid-
ed to do the humane thing 
and put her down. 

That took place with-
in a week from my ori-
ginal diagnosis. We were 
all heartbroken by Zoey’s 
loss.

I have decided that 
Zoey’s relatively short life 
will be even more mean-
ingful if other dog owners 
learn about her story and 
maybe detect this condi-
tion in their pets at earlier 
stages when there is still 
hope to extend their lives.

Lymphoma, one of 
the most common cancers 
to occur in dogs, involves 
the production of abnor-
mal and malignant blood 
cells known as lympho-
cytes. 

The Golden Retriever 
is especially susceptible 
to developing lymphoma, 
as one in eight Golden 
Retrievers will develop 
that form of cancer.

Other breeds that are 
commonly affected in-
clude Boxers, Scottish 
Terriers, Basset Hounds, 
Airedale Terriers, Chow 
Chows, German Shep-
herds, Poodles, St. Ber-
nards, Bulldogs, Beagles, 
and Rottweilers. 

There are different 

kinds of lymphoma, de-
pending on the organs in-
volved, hence the symp-
toms associated with 
lymphoma are numerous. 

The most common 
form in dogs is involving 
the lymph nodes. 

Any swelling noticed, 
usually bilateral and sym-
metric, should raise a 
red � ag. Very common-
ly dogs don’t show any 
symptom of illness. 

The swelling is pain-
less and does not bother 
the dog. 

Lymphoma is often 
diagnosed as an incidental 
� nding in a visit to the vet 
for other purposes such as 
immunization or periodic 
health check up. 

If you notice a suspi-
cious swelling, don’t wait 
for other symptoms to ap-

pear—take your pet to be 
checked by your vet.

When it comes to 
cats, lymphoma is the 
most common malig-
nancy, often involving the  
gastrointestinal tract. 

Most cats with lymph-
oma suffer from a viral 
disease called Feline 
Leukemia Virus (FeLV) 
or in lesser degree from 
feline Immunode� ciency 
virus (FIV, AKA the cat’s 
AIDS). 

Cats that develop 
lymphoma are much 
more likely to develop 
more severe symptoms 
than dogs. 

While dogs often ap-
pear healthy initially ex-
cept for swollen lymph 
nodes, cats will often be 
physically ill. 

The symptoms corres-

pond closely to the loca-
tion of the lymphoma. 

With the gastrointes-
tinal lymphoma, typical 
symptoms evident in-
clude  weight loss, vomit-
ing, diarrhea, loss of ap-
petite, weakness and leth-
argy.

If the cancer was 
found early enough, be-
fore it has diffusely 
spread, a chemotherapy 
treatment can achieve re-
mission of the cancer 
and prolong the pets life, 
usually from six to 12 
months. 

Some animals even 
survived for more than 
two years after the diag-
nosis. 

Animals do not suffer 
from the typical unpleas-
ant chemotherapy side ef-
fects common in people, 
nor do they lose their fur. 

There are many differ-
ent chemotherapy proto-
cols for managing lymph-
oma.  If your pet suffers 
from lymphoma, your 
veterinarian will guide 
you through the pro-
cess of choosing the best 
course of action. 

The animal progno-
sis depends on the type of 
lymphoma and the inter-
nal organ involved. 

The different chemo-
therapy protocols differ 
in both price, length and 
commitment involved on 
the owner’s part. Consult 
your veterinarian which 
course of action is best 
suitable for you and your 
pet. 

Moshe Oz operates 
the Rose Valley Veterinary 
Hospital at 2476 Westlake 
Rd. West Kelowna.

250-769-9109
www.KelownaVet.ca

Even after dealing 
with dogs for so 
many years, they 

still never cease to amaze 
me. 

I am stunned again 
and again in witnessing 
a dog’s resilience to pain 
and their ability to hide 
symptoms of illness. 

Unfortunately, this 
characteristic does not al-
ways work for their best. 

Zoey is a perfect ex-
ample. Zoey was an 
amazing six-year-old 
Golden Lab, a dog with a 
golden heart , a delightful 
sweetheart. 

One recent Satur-
day, her owner, who hap-
pens to work in our hos-
pital, brought Zoey in for 
a check-up because she 
felt something just wasn’t 
right abut her dog. 

Zoey, typically a 
happy and active dog, had 
been awfully quiet in the 
recent preceding days. 

Even before I got 
close to Zoey and started 
checking over her, Lind-
say, her owner, point-
ed out two swellings on 
Zoey’s neck and inquired 
about their nature. 

Seeing that, the smile 
on my face disappeared 
immediately. These swell-
ings were Zoey’s enlarged 
lymph nodes. 

Other lymph nodes 
in her body were also en-
larged. I obtained a sam-
ple from Zoey’s lymph 
nodes and sent it to be 
evaluated by a patholo-
gist. 

All of us in the of� ce 
were hoping for the best 
but preparing for the 
worst. 

Sure enough, the re-
sults came back con-
� rming my suspicion—
Zoey was suffering from 
lymphoma. 

Zoey was such an ex-
pert in hiding any illness 
symptoms that when she 

WESTSIDE 

A 90-year-old West Kelowna pedestrian is in hospi-
tal after being struck by a van on the 1300 block of Wa-
ter Street in Kelowna on Monday night.

The accident occurred at about 6:30 p.m. outside the 
Lake City Casino. 

Police say the pedestrian had apparently walked 
onto the street from between parked vehicles when he 
was struck by a van. 

He suffered serious injuries and was taken to 
Kelowna General Hospital by paramedics. 

While police say no charges are currently anticipat-
ed, the investigation is ongoing.

The elderly man remains in hospital in stable condi-
tion at this time. 

CONTRIBUTED 

LINDSAY, a staff member at the Rose Valley Vet 
Clinic, and her dog  Zoey, who had to be put down after 
being diagnosed with an advanced case of lymphoma. 

Last November three 
options of how to spend 

the Hockeyville prize 
money were brought for-
ward by the Hockeyville 
committee and district 

staff. Council was asked 
to put the money toward 
an electronic highway 
sign, a media gondola in 

Royal LePage Place or a 
commercial grade wire-
less Internet system in the 
arena.

Coun. Carol Zanon 
said she isn’t happy with 
any of those suggestions.

“I have a different out-
look on this completely; I 
really believe we have to 
do something for the chil-
dren,” said Zanon.

“The other recom-
mendations that the com-
mittee put forward are 
really not oriented toward 
a child and upcoming 
players of the sport. 

“I would like to see 
some kind of a proposal 
come back that involves 
the children of this com-
munity.”
wpaterson@kelownacapnews.

com  
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▼ HOCKEYVILLE

Electronic highway sign idea turned off by council 

Senior pedestrian 
hospitalized after 
being run over 

▼ ACCIDENT ▼ PET CARE

Detecting the early signs of cancer 
FURRY

FRIENDS

Dr. Moshe
Oz

Do you have an opinion to share?
E-mail your letter to

edit@kelownacapnews.com

The funds raised from the recycling of these 
products will be donated to The United Way 

Central South Okanagan Similkameen

DO YOU HAVE
• CELL PHONES 

• LAPTOPS 
• iPODS/MP3 PLAYERS 

• DIGITAL CAMERAS 
• PRINTER 

CARTRIDGES TO 
RECYCLE?

Bring them to the Capital News 
and we will recycle them for you.

Only the items listed above 
will be accepted

KELOWNA WESTSIDE
250-768-3339

#103-2205 Louie Dr.
West Kelowna, V4T 3C3

   

The Right Agents
     for Today’s Market.®
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BRENDA REINELT
250-317-1321

$135,900

LOW COST, LOW MAINTENANCE 
AND YOU OWN YOUR LOT!

Here is affordable living in a quiet adult strata community 
just minutes from West Kelowna amenities. This two bed-
room home in “Pinewoods Villa” has been well maintained, 
with new flooring, roof, decking and glassed-in sunroom. 
Lots of large windows, vaulted ceilings and open plan cre-
ated a spacious feel. Fully fenced yard, 45 plus age com-
munity and small pets are welcome. Just $45 per month 
strata fee and freehold ownership of your lot. Lots of easy 
access flat parking and great storage room in 
15x5 addition. Call Brenda for details and ap-
pointment to view. MLS®10041253

 

TRACEY BOORMAN
250-864-6606

$439,900

GREAT FAMILY HOME! 
2852 Doucette Drive, West Kelowna - A 
perfect layout for a growing family! 4 bed+ 
den/3 bath home with lovely lakeviews 
from the kitchen, living and dining rooms. 
Fully finished basement with huge family 
room, covered deck, fenced yard and 
much more!  Call Tracey for a FREE Mar-
ket Evaluation! MLS®10057337 

 

 

ERIC STEINBACH
250-718-8677

$424,900

2949 SANDBURG RD
.31 Acres, 3-Level Split. SWEET FAMILY HOME! An immaculately kept, 
cozy 3 level split w/everything a family could want. Over 2000 sq ft & 
3 bed 2.5 bath flowing nicely to a huge private yard a private country 
feel. New wood stove really supplements the heat for this great home. 
Access to massive wooded area w/abundant trails close by. Drive 
through easy access past orchards, hobby farm & wooded areas, mins 
to hwy, downtown West Kelowna & new shopping hub providing all 
amenities.  Schools, recreation, Okanagan Lake mins away. You really 
need to see the home and area to appreciate all it has to offer your 
family. For your personal tour call Eric at 250-718-8677 
or visit www.RealEstateCrew.ca. MLS®10057591

REDUCED!

 

ROGER W. CYR
250-470-8803

#102-3825 GLEN CANYON DRIVE
SO AFFORDABLE! Immaculate 2 bdrm + 
den in fab location near to trails to park & 
waterfall at Glen Canyon. Low mainte-
nance yard includes patio with garden. No 
age restrictions, low strata. 1 pet allowed 
to 15”. Original owner, former show home. 
MLS®10052755

$269,000

 

KEVIN PHILIPPOT
250-215-4320

$369,000

238-4035 GELLATLY ROAD S.
Canyon Ridge! Relax in style! This fantas-
tic gated community with clubhouse and 
proximity to Okanagan Lake is ideal for 
people looking to live a carefree lifestyle. 
This 2 bed/2 bath semi-detached home 
has a open plan. Call Kevin for details at 
250.215.4320. MLS®10043043

REDUCED!

 

TROY
FISCHER
250-878-0626

DARCY
ELDER

250-869-2345

GREAT NEIGHBOURHOOD
3825 Lupin Cres. Fabulous 1999, 3200+ sq ft, 3 bed 2 bath 
home on a corner lot with room for the entire family, pets, toys, 
RV and a shop. Flat lot with all kinds of potential to add a pool, 
shop or just lots of room for the family. Great street appeal, great 
location and great layout with 3 bedrooms on the main floor and 
room to add additional bedrooms if needed. Open interior plan 
and large back yard deck, great for entertaining inside and out. 
Bonus room over the garage that could be an additional bed-
room, media room or a great place for the kids. Quiet neighbour-

hood, close to schools and only 10 
minutes to downtown. MLS®10057497

ARE YOU READY 
TO BUY A HOME?

FIRST - Do you have the financial resources? You should have five 
percent of the purchase price of a home for the down payment, 
but ideally even more. Are there other priorities in your life e.g. 
starting a new business, which require your savings? If not, buying 
a home should be on your radar.

SECOND - Do you expect to stay in your new home for some 
time? Moving can be expensive and you will want to build some 
equity before having to relocate. Your job and home life should 
be stable.

www.kelownarealestategroup.ca

 

$379,900

www.OkanaganAgents.com

MICHAEL
CRADDOCK
250-801-9044

ANTHONY
BASTIAANSSEN
250-718-8669

#33 3283 BROADVIEW ROAD 
Why buy a used home when you can own a brand new 
home in a great community with a full new home warranty 
for only $379,900.00, ALL IN?  Landscaping, fencing, un-
derground irrigation, 4 stainless kitchen appliances, 
washer & dryer, central air and window coverings all in-
cluded.  **BONUS** this price includes net H.S.T.!  For a 
qualified 1st time home buyer, this could mean mortgage 
payments of just $1620/month, no P.T.T. and the $10,000 
bonus back in your pocket. Don’t miss your chance!  Call 

today for a private viewing.    
MLS®10056016 

$10,000 CASH BONUS!

$569,900

The Capital News
Serving our community since 1930.


