
Capital News   Thursday, February 7, 2013 www.kelownacapnews.com   B9  B8   www.kelownacapnews.com Thursday, February 7, 2013   Capital News

WESTSIDE

Our legal system 
imposes a duty 
on each of us to 

take reasonable care to 
avoid injuring others.

You pull up to an in-
tersection facing a red 
light and stop.

The driver of an ap-
proaching vehicle is dis-
tracted by his cell phone 
conversation and smashes 
into the back of your car.  
You are injured. 

You were driving safe-
ly. You properly stopped 
at a red light. There is 
nothing you could have 
done to avoid the crash.

The distracted driver 
has clearly failed to take 
reasonable care.

Through his insurance 
company, he is required 
under British Columbia 
law to pay fair compensa-
tion for your injuries, ex-
penses, and income losses 
arising from that failure.

I am going to toss you 
a few “what ifs” for you 

to think about.
What if you are driv-

ing your husband’s car, 
and your husband forgot 
to renew the insurance?  

Totally unbeknownst 
to you, you are driving 
uninsured. Does it have 
any impact on your right 
to fair compensation?

How about if you for-
got to renew your driver’s 
license and it lapsed the 
day before the crash?

Neither scenario will 
absolve the offending 
driver (through his insur-
ance company) from legal 
responsibility to compen-
sate you for your injuries.

It is not your insur-
ance, it is the offending 
driver’s liability insurance 
that is involved in the pay-
ment of your claim.

As for the status of 
your driver’s license, it 
had nothing, whatsoever, 
to do with the crash.

What if you are tex-
ting your husband as you 
sit there at the red light?

How about if your 
husband had left a half-
full bottle of tequila sitting 
on the passenger seat?

Once again, neither il-
legal activity will impact 
on the offending driver’s 
liability.

How about if your li-
cense didn’t lapse, but 
was suspended because 
you are a horrible driver 
and racked up too many 
points?  

Alternatively, you are 
a 14 year-old kid taking 
your dad’s car out for a 
spin and have no license 
at all.

What about if you lied 
about the principle driver 
when you bought your in-
surance?

Answer: No impact.
What if it was your 

bottle of tequila, not your 
husband’s, and you are 
grossly impaired by hav-
ing guzzled that half-bot-
tle?

What if you have just 
robbed a bank and your 
car is full of the loot?

How about if you are 
heading home after assas-
sinating the prime min-
ister?  

actual training so that chil-
dren will receive the most 
thorough training avail-
able.  

Many important top-
ics will be discussed, such 
as the rights and respon-
sibilities of the employer, 
the child, and the babysit-
ter, and the developmental 
and behavioural charac-
teristics of children of dif-
ferent ages.  

Basic child care, nu-
trition, injury prevention, 

emergencies, age-appro-
priate play, and basic � rst 
aid procedures will also 
be covered.

A special component 
of the course will pre-
pare babysitters for han-
dling the special needs of 
children who are visual-
ly impaired, hearing im-
paired, physically dis-
abled, speech impaired, 
and mentally challenged.

“Although the Can-
ada Safety council rec-
ommends that children 
don’t start babysitting un-

til they are 12 years old, 
the reality is that many 
10 to 12 year-olds help 
care for their younger sib-
lings, and this course will 
give them the skills and 
information necessary to 
be much safer and aware 
babysitters and helpers,” 
said Tania Meyer, execu-
tive director.  

“Many parents also 
register their children in 
this course as an alterna-
tive to Home Alone class-
es, as the curriculum cov-
ered in this Babysitting 
course is much more in-
depth than Home Alone 
curriculum.”

The course is only $60 
(no taxes), and includes a 
KDSC Babysitter’s Gear 
Bag, a comprehensive stu-
dent reference book, and a 
graduation certi� cate.  

All classes are expect-
ed to sell out, so contact 
the Kelowna & District 
Safety Council at 250-
765-3163 or toll free at 
1-888-580-7233. Register 
online at www.kdsc.bc.ca.

▼ BABYSITTER COURSE

Program is expanding this year 
Training from B7

The 17th Annual Burn 
Awareness Week program 
by the B.C. Profession-
al Fire Fighters runs Feb. 
3 to 9.

Through resources 
available online at burn-
fund.org, the program 
teaches kids to be respon-
sible for their own safety, 
and helps make their fam-
ilies aware of potentially 
harmful situations.

To encourage stu-
dent participation, the 
Burn Fund runs the annu-
al Burn Awareness Week 
Poster Contest for stu-
dents in Kindergarten to 
Grade 7. Details are avail-
able at burnfund.org.

Every entrant receives 
a participation prize and 
� fty students will win 
money for their elemen-
tary school or B.C. Min-
istry of Education sanc-
tioned distance education 
facility.

There are seven re-
gional prizes, including a 
$1,000 grand prize and six 
$500 regional prizes. 

Regions are the Lower 
Mainland (three winners), 

Vancouver Island, Koo-
tenays, northern B.C. and 
the Okanagan (one win-
ner for each area).

Forty-three students 
win runner-up prizes of 
$50 each for their school 
or distance education fa-
cility. 

Complete prize de-
tails, rules and regula-
tions are available online 
at burnfund.org.

The Burn Fund is a 
registered charity estab-
lished in 1978 by the BC 
Professional Fire Fighters 
Association. 

It provides life saving, 
life supporting, and life 
enriching services to the 
people in British Colum-
bia. 

More than 3,800 pro-
fessional � re� ghters in 
B.C. dedicate their time 
and skills to support burn 
survivors and increase the 
public’s knowledge about 
� re and burn safety issues 
through the work the Burn 
Fund does with its Burn 
Awareness, Research and 
Prevention programs.  

Fire� ghters answer call 
for burn awareness Legal rights will 

not be quashed 
by responsibility 
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MANY INJURED 
VICTIMS HAVE 
ABANDONED 
THEIR RIGHTS 
TO FAIR 
COMPENSATION 
BECAUSE THEY 
BELIEVED THAT 
AN INFRACTION 
ON THEIR PART,  
HOWEVER MINOR, 
IMPACTED ON 
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The District of West Kelowna invites parties 
interested in providing hourly rates for equipment 
hire. Please provide a list of equipment available 
with their respective hourly rates, both manned 
and unmanned, as well as any mobilization/
demobilization costs. The District intends to 
compile a list of equipment and their rates 
annually, and distribute the list to the various 
Departments. Hourly rate submissions will be 
received until 4:30 pm on February 28, 2013 
and all rates should be firm to December 
31st, 2013. Liability Insurance (with the District 
Named as additional insured), a West Kelowna 
or Inter-Municipal Business License and a 
WCB Clearance Letter must accompany your 
submission or it will be returned. Contractors 
will be required to sign a Prime Contractor 
Agreement with the District.

Submissions should be directed to the 
Purchasing Department, located at 

3717 Elliott Road, West Kelowna, BC, V4T 2H7.  
Fax 250-768-0614

Please note: 
that submitting hourly rates does not guarantee 

work with the District of West Kelowna.  

Please visit our website for insurance 
details and other requirements.

www.districtofwestkelowna.ca/departments/finance/
purchasingdepartment

HIRED 
EQUIPMENT 
RATES

West Kelowna’s Full Service
Small Animal Hospital

 Veterinary Medical & Surgical Service
  Vaccinations & Examinations
 Onsite Ultrasound, Lab & X-Rays

  Veterinary Pharmacy • Grooming Facility 
Cat Only Boarding Facility • Open Monday to Saturday

112 - 2476 Westlake Rd., West Kelowna V1Z 2V2

www.kelownavet.ca
112 - 2476 Westlake Rd., West Kelowna V1Z 2V2
250-769-9109

Bring your 
new pet in for a 
FREE exam
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WESTSIDE

Recently I had the 
pleasure to attend 
a West Kelowna 

Warriors game. 
It was a great game 

with our home town 
Warriors coming out on 
top. 

Yet, they weren’t the 
only winners that night. 

Before the game be-
gan, I joined local resi-
dents, as well as represen-
tatives from BC Hydro 
and 1-800-GOT-JUNK 
to help promote recycling 
and raise awareness on 

the importance on energy 
conservation. 

Like many there, I 
contributed an old piece 
of electronic equipment to 
recycle, which in my case 

was an old television.
I was astounded to 

learn about the energy 
costs of having unused 
electronics plugged in 
around the house. 

Did you know that if 
every operating second-
ary fridge in B.C. was un-
plugged and recycled, the 
energy savings would be 
enough to power every 
home in the City of Chil-
liwack for a year? 

Or, a television left 
plugged in for a year con-
sumes enough power for 

119 loads of laundry. 
Yet, with these � gures, 

we only begin to air our 
dirty laundry. 

According to BC Hy-
dro estimates, over 20 
per cent of homes in B.C. 
have three or more tele-
visions. 

These additional tele-
visions are typically left 
unused, yet continue to 
use energy as they remain 
plugged in.

This event brought 
my attention to the im-
portance of recycling and 

how all of us can partic-
ipate and make a differ-
ence on an issue that af-
fects us all—our environ-
ment and our wallets. 

By recycling your old 
electronics, you will re-
duce your environmental 
footprint, promote ener-
gy conservation and allow 
raw materials from the 
electronics, such as met-
al, glass and plastic to be 
recovered for reuse rath-
er than sent to our local 
land� lls. 

Kelowna and West 

Kelowna both offer reg-
ular recycling that is free, 
simple and easy.

I was happy to be part 
of this event, as I believe 
it is good for our environ-
ment. 

It will help reduce en-
ergy costs for B.C. fam-
ilies and it is plain and 
simply the right thing to 
do. 

I’m glad to see BC 
Hydro working close-
ly with our community 
partners, such as the West 
Kelowna Warriors and the 

District of West Kelow-
na, for such an important 
cause.

For more informa-
tion on what products you 
can recycle, visit www.
return-it.ca/electronics/
products/.

To � nd a location to 
recycle in our commu-
nity, visit www.return-it.
ca/electronics/locations/
thompson-okanagan/ .

Ben Stewart is the 
Liberal MLA for West-
side-Kelowna. 

www.benstewartmla.bc.ca 

Legal rights will 
not be quashed 
by responsibility 

While the criminal, or quasi-criminal penalties 
might be signi� cant, you have a right to fair compensa-
tion for your injuries in each of those scenarios.

None of those scenarios change the fact that your in-
juries were caused by the failure of the rear-ending driv-
er to take reasonable care. 

It is no more lawful to negligently cause injury to an 
impaired driver, thief or assassin than it is to cause inju-
ry to a properly licensed and insured, sober and other-
wise lawful driver.

Many injured victims have abandoned their rights to 
fair compensation because they believed that an infrac-
tion on their part,  however minor, impacted on those 
rights. 

The insurance company doesn’t get off that easy.
This column is intended to provide general informa-

tion about injury claims. It is not a substitute for retain-
ing a lawyer to provide legal advice speci� cally per-
taining to your case. Paul Hergott is a lawyer at Hergott 
Law in West Kelowna. 

paul@hlaw.ca  

▼ IMPORTANT CAUSE

A powerplay of another kind played out at Royal LePage
MLA’S

REPORT

Ben
Stewart

Don’t concede on 
your legal rights 

▼ ACCIDENTS

Hergott from B8

DAYS
CARING

of

of the Central and South 
Okanagan / Similkameen

If your non-pro� t organization has a project, 
or your organization is interested in 

volunteering for a Day of Caring, please 
contact Avril Paice at 250.860.2356 
or email avril@unitedwaycso.com

Receive e-matches and get involved. 
Individuals create volunteer pro� les. 
Organizations create volunteer 
opportunities. Go to www.kcr.ca, 
click ‘Volunteer Opportunities Search’ 
or call Dawn at 250.763.8008 ext 25.or email avril@unitedwaycso.com

of the Central and South 
Okanagan / Similkameen

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Thank You 
To the volunteer teams from the UBC Okanagan Golden Key Society and Canadian Western Bank for 
pitching in at the new Habitat for Humanity ReStore! A ReStore is a store that sells new and gently 
used building materials, appliances, home improvement items and furniture. The ReStore will open 
in Spring 2013, and will be located at 1793 Ross Road, near Bartley & Hwy 97. ReStores help keep 
material out of the land� ll, and the proceeds from the sales help support Habitat’s building program. 
Volunteers and good quality donations are needed. Fore more information, contact 250-762-7303 or 
info@hfhkelowna.ca or visit http://habitatforhumanitykelowna.ca
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