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Hired Equipment Registration - Final Notice

The Okanagan Shuswap District of the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
is creating its list of registered Equipment for Hire for the fiscal year of 2014/2015, 
which begins April 1, 2014. This district geographically covers the area from the 
United States border, east to Osoyoos, west of Princeton and north of Salmon Arm.

All individuals or companies registered in 2013 will have received invitations by mail to 
re‑register hired equipment for 2014. If you have new equipment to be added to your 
profile, you can register online at www.bcbid.ca or contact the District Office in Kelowna 
to obtain the appropriate forms. Any individuals who were not registered in 2012/2013, 
but wish to have equipment listed are hereby invited to contact the District Office, 
either in person or by phone, to obtain the appropriate registration forms.

Note that while you do not need to have Commercial (Comprehensive) General Liability 
Insurance or up‑to‑date WorkSafe BC coverage to register, you will have to meet these 
requirements prior to working on any ministry projects.  

Only owned or lease‑to‑own equipment is eligible for registration. Equipment may only 
be registered in one area in any given year. Seniority is not transferable from area to area.

The deadline for new registrations is midnight on Friday, March 14, 2014. 
Late registrations will be accepted, but may appear at the bottom of the open list. 
Note that there is no charge for registering new equipment, or for changing or deleting 
equipment information already listed.  

Register through the Okanagan Shuswap District Office at:
1358 St. Paul Street, Suite 300, Kelowna BC  V1Y 2E1

You can also phone at 250 712-3660 or send a fax to 250 712-3669 
to have the forms mailed or faxed to you.
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Okanagan Shuswap District

~ Emergency Services ~

310-478 Bernard Ave.  250.762.6842
www.bernarddental.ca

New patients 
welcome!

Open Fridays

• White Fillings
• Crowns, Veneers
• Grafts
• Root Canals
• Extractions
• Invisalign
• Implants
• Sedation

Dr. Hugh Jarvin 
welcomes Dr. Jeff Kozak to 
the practice. Dr. Kozak is 

an exceptional practitioner 
with a gentle touch.

Beg, borrow or 
steal—a quick 
Internet search 

comes up with de� nitions 
of this expression such 
as: “to do whatever is ne-
cessary to get something” 
and “obtain by any pos-
sible means.” 

That expression 
comes up often when I 
am advising my clients 
how important it is to � nd 
a way to pay for recom-
mended medical treat-
ment. When I say “rec-
ommended,” I mean med-
ically recommended by 
your treatment team.  

I don’t mean recom-
mended or “authorized” 
by whatever insurance 
company is defending 
your claim.

As obvious as that dis-
tinction might seem, it is 
not so obvious when the 
insurance company is 
holding the purse strings 
to the money you need to 
afford medical care.

Most of us carry on 
through life with month-
ly spending that seems 
to magically equal, if 
not slightly exceed, our 
monthly earnings.  

Yes, our parents 
taught us to sock a bit of 
money away for unfore-
seen expenses but that’s 
one of several life les-
sons that can seem impos-
sible to follow. When in-
jury strikes and that dis-
aster relief fund doesn’t 
exist, we turn to the insur-
ance company to help us 
afford the medical care to 
treat our injuries.

A circular dance en-
sues. The insurance com-
pany won’t pay for any 
rehabilitation care that 
they don’t “authorize.” 

Initially, all they re-
quire for their “authoriz-
ation” is a referral note 
from your doctor. 

After a few weeks the 
“authorization” expires 

and you have to jump 
through the hoop of get-
ting an updated referral 
note in the hopes that the 
insurance company will 
extend their authorization.

At some point the fur-
ther referral note isn’t 
good enough and funding 
for the medically recom-
mended care is cut off. 

It is at this point when 
the insurance company 
representative often steps 
in to play doctor, say-
ing: “I won’t pay for 
this care anymore, but I 
would pay for this other 
type of care.” Injured vic-
tims who rely on insur-
ance company funding 
regularly stop therapies 
when funding for them is 
cut off.  

Desperate to get bet-
ter, they follow through 
with whatever therapy the 
insurance company de-
cides to pay for. When 
funding is cut off com-
pletely, the rehabilitation 
stops completely.

Instead of your re-
habilitation being directed 
by the medical doctor and 
others on your treatment 
team, your care is directed 
according to the whims 
of an insurance company 
representative who is un-
likely to have any medical 
training whatsoever.

Not only is there a 
lack of medical expertise, 
but the insurance repre-
sentative is in a direct con-
� ict of interest. What bet-
ter way to defend your 
claim than to prematurely 
end medical care, making 
it appear that you must 

have recovered from your 
injuries? Why else would 
you stop attending for rec-
ommended physiother-
apy, massage therapy or 
chiropractic care?

I have no medic-
al training either, but Dr. 
Paul’s medical advice is 
to follow the medical rec-
ommendations of your 
treatment team without 
any regard for what the 
defending insurance com-
pany might “authorize.” 

How do you pay for 
care that the insurance 
company doesn’t “author-
ize?” That’s when “beg, 
borrow or steal” comes in.

Your � rst resort is to 
the cheap line of credit � -
nancing you can hopeful-
ly get from your bank.  

If your injuries dis-
abled you from continu-
ing with work and inter-
rupted your income � ow, 
though, good luck with 
that.  

Next resort is offer-
ing a fair interest rate to 
family members who 
might want to earn more 
than the two per cent in-
terest they are likely earn-
ing on their savings.  

If that avenue isn’t 
open to you, swallow 
your pride and approach 
friends who might be 
willing to make some 
money off of you.

Loans from friends 
and family can be secured 
by way of an irrevocable 
assignment of the small 
portion of your claim that 
will be needed to pay 
them back.

However reluctant the 
insurance company might 
be to authorize  and pay 
for medical care up front, 
they will always have to 
reimburse you for reason-
ably incurred medical ex-
penses when your claim 
� nally is resolved.

If those options are ex-
hausted, you turn to a pri-
vate lender if you can 
� nd one, though you can 
count on paying high (15 
per cent) interest plus pro-
cessing fees.

A last resort is com-
mercial lenders who seem 
to prey on vulnerable vic-
tims by charging much 
more exorbitant interest 
rates.  However exorbi-
tant, though, it is worth 
it to get the medical care 
you need to achieve as 
full and speedy a recovery 
as is possible.

Any interest you incur 
can be added to your 
claim. If the beg (to the 
insurance company) and 
borrow options fail and 
you � nd yourself look-
ing at the “steal” word at 
the end of the expression, 
contact me and I’ll try to 
help you � nd funding for 
the care you need. 

paul@hlaw.ca
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Time is running out for Kelow-
na residents to give their opinions 
about the work done recently at an 
urban planning workshop looking 
at the future of the south Pandosy 
waterfront.

Residents have until tomorrow 
to visit Kelowna City Hall to see the 
four models of possible future scen-
arios created by 30 charrette partici-
pants. Visitors can also view the par-
ticipants’ design drawings.

Feedback about the designs will 
be collected until tomorrow.

Next week, city staff will start 
reviewing the feedback about the 
project that has been collected since 
January through emails, phone calls, 
the city’s online engagement tool, as 
well as two public review sessions 
following each day of the charrette 

and an open house that followed it 
and was attended by more than 250 
people.

The open house drew a mixed 
response from many in attendance, 
with some liking what they saw and 
others opposed, in large part because 
of two suggestions to move the cur-
rent alignment of Abbott Street in 
the area to carve off portions of the 
properties currently owned by the 
city along the lakeshore.

While all four proposals call for 
the city-owned lots along the lake-
shore to be turned into a park, they 
also include selling parts of the 
properties to allow for development 
that could be used, in turn, to pay to 
create the park. 

The suggestions also include, as 
per council’s instructions, space for 
a Kelowna paddle sports centre.

Heading into the charrette, city 
council mandated participants to 

make sure their suggestions were 
revenue neutral.

But the group that led the oppos-
ition to a city plan to allow develop-
ment on parts of the land three years 
ago, People For The Park, also sub-
mitted a proposal that calls for leav-
ing Abbott Street where it is and 
using all the land—11 lots that the 
city owns north and south of Cedar 
Avenue—for the park.

The input from the public, as 
well as the work of the charrette vol-
unteers—representatives of several 
area and city-wide groups, as well 
as � ve residents at large chosen at 
random from nearly 50 applicants 
who wanted to participate—will be 
analyzed and provided to city coun-
cil in April.

For project information, visit ke-
lowna.ca/cityprojects. To share your 
� nal thoughts, go to getinvolved.ke-
lowna.ca. 

▼ KELOWNA 

Public input on Pandosy waterfront  
development/park options winding up

The next meeting for members 
of the Central Okanagan Natural-
ists’ Club is  Tuesday March 11, 7 
p.m. It will be held at the Evangel 
Church on Gordon Avenue in Ke-
lowna. 

Refreshments will be served af-

ter the meeting.
This guest speaker will be Rob-

ert Lalonde, who will give a pres-
entation entitled Insect Photog-
raphy: Diverse approaches to get-
ting good images.

“Mainly this is an excuse to 

show off some of my photos, but I’ll 
talk about where and how to � nd in-
teresting insects,” Lalonde said. “I 
will also talk about shooting insects 
with � lm cameras, digital point and 
shoot cameras and the digital SLR 
with a macro set-up.” 

Naturalists welcome outdoor photographer

Telling your story most accurately
—the Capital News


