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The Mission branch of the Okanagan Regional Li-
brary teen/tween programs will focus on duct tape pro-
jects. The sessions are planned for beginners April 15
and an advanced group April 29, both at 6:30 p.m.

‘Working with duct tape, the beginners will create a
wallet while the advanced class will make a book bag
using the versatile product. Please register for these free
programs by calling 250-764-2254 or visit the branch at
the Capital News Centre, 4105 Gordon Dr.

Wonders of
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Flight 370
has dominated the
news since it dis-
appeared on March
8,2014, with 239
people on board.

The search for
the wreckage con-
tinues, in part to give
the families of the victims some
closure, but also to get to the bottom
of what happened.

One aviation safety expert made
this comment: “It’s important to
find that out (what happened) so
that we can fix it so it doesn’t hap-
pen again. Unfortunately, we’ve had
a history of sort of graveyard policy
making. You wait until enough
people die and then you make a
change”

It is an unfortunate public safety
reality. To make that statement more
accurate in an overall public safety
context, though, you need to add “‘at
the same time” to the end of it.

Mass deaths get our attention,
and when we turn our attention to
a tragic loss of lives we become
motivated to do something to pre-
vent it from ever happening again.

One death here or there gets just
ablip of media, and therefore pub-
lic, attention. Increase the death toll
and we collectively take notice.
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V¥ MISSING AIRPLANE

Mass tragic loss of life too otten
overshadows smaller death tolls

How unfortu-
nate that one of the
most preventable and
significant losses of
life is just a series of
blips.

An average of
approximately six
people die in motor
vehicle crashes every
day in Canada.

If we were to put all six in the
same car, we might hear about it for
acouple days.

If only we could put the ap-
proximately 150 who have died
since Malaysian Flight 370 dis-
appeared into the same vehicle.
What urgent, public outcry would
result from such an event?

‘What incredible level of media
attention, and therefore public
awareness about how to prevent car
crashes would arise?

Fatalities are just the tip of the
iceberg. Motor vehicle crashes are
different from plane crashes.

Plane crash injuries are relative-
ly rare when compared with fatal-
ities.

In contrast, there are more than
250 injured victims of car crashes
for every one fatality.

In British Columbia alone, al-
most as many people are injured in
car crashes every single day as per-
ished on Malaysian Airline Flight
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In contrast with aviation safety,
where improvements have nothing
to do with public awareness, mo-
tor vehicle safety is literally in the
hands of the driving public.

While modest engineering
improvements might be made here
or there to our vehicles and roads,
quantum leaps forward in safe-
ty could be achieved if the driving
public took notice.

If the tragic consequences of car
crashes were always on our minds
when we sat behind the wheel, we
wouldn’t allow ourselves to be dis-
tracted, which is the primary cause
of crashes.

How do we make the tragic con-
sequences of car crashes interest-
ing enough that the media will be
motivated to report on them?

Alternatively, perhaps the media
might take a leadership role in pub-
lic safety by figuring out how to
present the information in a com-
pelling way.

Another British Columbian is
likely to die, and another couple or
so hundred are likely to be injured,
on our roads today, and tomorrow,
and the next.

Please keep that in mind when
you are behind the wheel.

Paul Hergott is a lawyer at
Hergott Law in West Kelowna.

paul@hlaw.ca

NeighbourWoods trees selling quickly
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I’'s been six days
since the City of Kelowna
opened registration for the
2014  NeighbourWoods
program and now only
120 trees remain.

The NeighbourWoods
program is an important
residential planting initia-
tive for the city, making it
affordable for residents to
“green” their neighbour-
hoods.

This year’s trees are
available at a cost of $30
per tree, including taxes.

Interested  residents
are encouraged to visit ke-
lowna.ca/parks to register
for their tree before
they’re gone—the Spring
Snow Crabapple trees are
already sold out.

Each tree has its own
unique characteristics, for
example, the French Blue

Scotch Pine is alow main-
tenance tree that’s drought
tolerant and deer resist-
ant, while the Black Hawk
Mountain Ash is a great
four-season tree with clus-
ters of white flowers in the
spring and outstanding or-
ange leaves in the fall.

The city would like to
remind residents that re-
questing a certain tree
type does not guarantee
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that the applicant will get
their first choice of tree as
supply is limited and on
a first-come, first-served
basis.

Registration is restrict-
ed to one tree per house-
hold.

Since 2010, residents
have purchased 1,800 dis-
counted trees to plant on
their properties through
the program.
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