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Didn’t we all learn about 
the importance of em-
pathy and sharing back 

in kindergarten? It seems silly 
that the Vancouver Island com-
munity of Saanich dog pound 
of� cers are having to hand out 
tickets to dog owners who ap-
parently missed those lessons.

These of� cers aren’t just 
getting push back from some 
owners; every week they’re get-
ting an earful from enraged dog 
walkers who say that banning 
dogs from certain parks is unfair, 
who feel discriminated against, 

and who say issuing tickets for 
blatantly disobeying the bylaw is 
simply a tax grab for the muni-
cipality.

Let’s put empathy in a dif-
ferent context. Just as a lot of 
people have fears of snakes 
and bears, there are also many 
people who are terri� ed of dogs, 
big or small.

You might be agitated or 
upset if somebody let their off-
leash boa constrictor slither 
through the grass at Gyro Park 
and come up to your family to 
say hello. You know nothing of 

that animal’s temperament or 
how friendly it really is.

Just because dogs are a more 
acceptable domesticated pet than 
a snake and you choose to be an 
animal owner doesn’t give you 
the right to impact on someone 
else’s ability to enjoy a public 
space. Especially if that space is 
somewhere that has restrictions 
on animals.

Saanich has more than 160 
parks in its stockpile and only 
six of them don’t allow dogs 
in the summer. With such an 
overabundance of dog-friend-

ly parks, there is no reason dog 
owners need to bring their pet to 
a restricted area.

Your dog will be just as 
happy playing at Arbutus Cove 
beach as it would be playing 
at Mount Douglas Park beach. 
Its enjoyment of a public space 
should not supersede another 
person’s ability to share that 
same park. Empathy doesn’t 
need to be a deep, emotional 
movement. It’s as simple as hav-
ing courtesy for those around us.

Sharing really is caring.
—Victoria News

Parks are for everyone 
▼ OUR VIEW
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OPINION

Do you think global warming 
is still a hoax?

Do you think the teachers setting up rotating 
strike action at schools across the province 
next week is a smart negotiating tactic? See 
story A1. 

Sound off
TUESDAY’S QUESTION:

THURSDAY’S QUESTION:

To register your opinion on the
Sound Off question, go to

www.kelownacapnews.com 
or call 250-979-7303. Results will be 

tabulated until 2 p.m. Monday.

Brayden Den-
ton made inter-
national news 

this past week. At age 
four he was diagnosed 
with an aggressive 
form of brain cancer. 
One year later, after a 
battle that included 30 
rounds of radiation, the 
� ve year old died.  

He made news because his moth-
er gave him a “superheroes sendoff,” 
the pallbearers dressed as the boy’s fa-
vourite comic book characters.

In other international news this 
week, 17-year-old Kendall Moore, 
and her 19-year-old boyfriend Craig 
Wood died when their car rolled into 

a lake near Prince 
George at a grad party.

I am struck by the 
contradiction.

Brayden is a sym-
bol of how precious 
life is and the scratch-
ing and clawing strug-
gle we will engage in 
to stop it from slipping 
away.

Kendall and Craig are symbols of 
the lack of care that we put into pre-
venting those same, precious, lives 
from slipping away.  They joined the 
others whose lives slip away as a re-
sult of motor vehicle incidents in B.C. 
at a rate of one every day or two (ap-
proximately 250 per year).  Even a 

modicum of care would have saved, 
and would continue to save, each of 
those precious lives.

I brought this up over cards last 
night.  My 79-year-old father and his 
wife were over to play Schmier.  I 
would take the time to boast how well 
my father and I did against our wives, 
but that would probably be “bad 
form,” so I’ll just move on.

Later in the evening, my 10-year-
old daughter, Morgan, handed me a 
hand printed note: “united staits—13 
mins death—115 die every day”.  She 
had overheard us and, unprompted, 
did a little Internet research.  I found 
con� rmation of that statistic this mor-
ning, that someone dies in a motor 
vehicle incident in the United States 

every 13 minutes.
How can we show such intense, 

scratching and clawing care on the 
one hand and such a passing lack of 
care and concern on the other?

I’ll remind you that the fatalities, 
as awful as they are, are just the tip of 
the iceberg.  For every precious life 
taken in a motor vehicle collision, 
there are approximately 300 people 
injured, many of whom will never re-
cover.

Don’t you dare point your � n-
ger everywhere but at your own self, 
blaming those dangerous drivers who 
knowingly speed and break other 
rules of the road.  We are, each of us, 
part of the problem and if each of us 
did our part the problem would be 

solved.  Most motor vehicle incidents 
are caused by simple inattention.

Might it help if that symbol of 
precious life, that photograph of 
Brayden’s casket being carried by 
Spiderman, Superman, Batman and 
the Hulk, was glued to the middle of 
each of our steering wheels?  If we are 
continually reminded of the year-long 
battle, including 30 rounds of radia-
tion, that was waged to save one little 
boy, might we simply put the minimal 
effort into devoting our full attention 
to the road every time we drive?

This is general information about 
injury claims and not a substitute for 
retaining a lawyer. Paul Hergott is a 
lawyer in West Kelowna. 

paul@hlaw.ca

Why does life become expendable once we’re inside a vehicle?
ACHIEVING

JUSTICE

Paul
Hergott


