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Basis of civil lawsuit not aided by need to hide injuries

shared my “black
arts” tactical advice

last week for anyone
purstung an ICBC claaim,
simply to live vour life.

My advice might have

come as a bit of a surprise,

coming as it did from a
personal mjury lawyer.

[ think that the role of
a personal injury lawver
might be misunderstood.

My role 15 not to end
up with the largest settle-
ment or court judgment
possible. If it was, I would
be miving the direct op-
posite advice.

The longer you stay
away from work, the
more income you lose
and the more likely you
will lose income in the fu-
ture. The longer you de-
lay returning to home and
vard duties, the more will
be spent for help with
those tasks now and into
the future.

Holding back from
your activities and social
outings will increase the
chance that you will de-
velop depression that will
further disable you.

The more sigmfi-
cant your losses, the lar-
ger the amount of money
that will be required to
compensate you for those
losses, and therefore the
bigger your claim.

If the goal was to
maximize your claim,
then we would achieve
that goal by maximizing
your losses.
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I would be discour-
aging your from, rather
than encouraging vou to
“live vour hife”

The thing is, you are
no further ahead with that
bigger claum. In fact, vou
end up significantly be-
hind. One way you end
up behind is that your life
15 more miserable than it
nught have been had you
been encouraged to “live
your life.”

Another way is pure
dollars and cents—you
recover only two-thirds
of each dollar of compen-
sation for your losses be-
cause your lawyer is paid
the other one-third.

The more your losses
the more vou end up “in
the hole.”

A lawver owes his
or her allegiance sole-
ly to the best interest of
the client. I don’t see my
role as a personal injury
lawyer as ending up with
the biggest settlement or
court udgment possible
because that 15 in my best
interest (iggest fee), not
in my client’s best inter-
ests.

Rather, I see the role

of personal injury law-
vers as doing whatever
wi can to facilitate as full
and speedy a recovery as
possible, and as early and
fully a retumn to “normal
life” as can be achieved.

We then requure ICBC
or whatever other de-
fending insurance com-
pany to pay fair finan-
cial compensation for the
losses that could not be
avoided.

Will ICBC or another
defending insurance com-
pany try to use your ear-
ly return to work,, or ear-
ly return to other activ-
ities, against you when
negotiating the value of
yvour clam? Of course
they will.

By following my “live
your life” advice, the ser-
ousness of your injunes
and level of ongoing pain,
as measured through the
lens of an ICBC surveil-
lance camera, might make
vou appear much less in-
jured than you really are.

The surveillance cam-
era doesn’t follow vou
home after soldienng
through a day working
through pain, and see vou
laying on the couch with
a heating pad mstead of
spending quality time
with vour fanuly, for ex-
ample.

Will that surveillance
camera view of your case
leave you with less than
fanr financial compensa-
tion for vour loss? Heck,
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no. We live in a real hfe
world of relanonships.
The people around
vou are witnessing the
fully reality, not the snip-
pet that can be captured
on video.
Your immed;-
ate family, co-workers,
supervisors and those
vou struggled to main-
tamn your social relation-

ships with will all see how
hard you have struggled
and the true “beland the
scenes’ umpacts.

Your medical team—
1.e. vour doctor, therapists,
chiropractor and special-
1sts—are all witnessing
vour efforts to do your
very best to recover.

By following my
“live your life” advice
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vou will build credibil-
ity, keep vour losses to a
munimum, and there wall
be plenty of evidence that
your personal injury law-
ver can use to ensure that
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vou are fully and faarly
compensated for the loss-
es you have been unable
to avond.
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(Fair admission for
2 adults, 4 children)

To Enter, first “Like"” us on Facebook at
www.armstrongipe.com

Second, drop off the entry at
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2495 Enterprise Way, Kelowna before noon Friday Aug. 22/14
Winners selected by random draw. No cash value.

One entry per person.
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Winner will choose 1 prize option; other prize options will not be awarded. Rules of Play: bechildren.com

Chances are 1 in 288,000 (total tickets for sale) to win a grand prize.

BC Gaming Event Licence #66384
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Chances are 1 in 482,600 (total tickets for sale) to win the 50/50 prize.

BC Gaming Event Licence #66386




