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Exercise relative degree of caution

t used to be that one didn’t ven-

ture alone down a suspicious-

ly dark alley for fear of being
mugged. Technology, of course, has
long since brought robbers to our
doorsteps, via telephones and com-
puters.

Judging by recent complaints
to a Lower Mainaland newspaper,
we can't atford to relax our vigi-
lance at home, with conscienceless
scammers ever-ready to exploit age,
infimmity, inattention or our own
naturally trusting natures.

The voung friend or rela-
tive-in-distress scenario is still alive
and kicking, according to one re-
cent complaint. The woman in
question, a senior, received a call

from a young man trying to give the
impression he was her grandson.

“Hi, Grandma!™

“Who is this™’

“Who do you think it i7"

“Mike?” (or whatever the appro-
priate name is).

At this point, the scammer is
armed with an identity, and with
a few more leading questions will
s00n have enough to back it up con-
vincingly. The caller is, of course,
in some predicament that requires
the sending of money. and the easi-
est way is by providing financial in-
formation that will compromise the
victim's accournts.

Fortunately, the reader in ques-
tion caught on before any informa-

| 1 DD HAVE A POSITIVE ATTITUDE !
\  PREPARE FOR TAKEOFF.

tion was passed on. But it’s a cold-
hearted scheme, relying on seniors’
perceptions of the casual haphaz-
ardness of the voung, and the fact
that they may be delighted to hear
from a usually uncommunicative
relative.

Another reader said he recent-
ly made the mistake of respond-
ing to an offer to nd his computer
of viruses and malware at a special
price. It was a limited-tume offer, he
was told. Thus baited, he was of-
fered a series of options that test-
ed his willingness to co-operate and
compromise computer passwords
—with the resuit that malware was
actually installed, shutting down
his system. He didn’t lose money,

"~ atans.on

per se—other than having to pay
for costly repair and file retrieval—
but he still worries that his comput-
er was mined for sensitive informa-
tion.

Each of these schemes has
a common lynch-pin — catch-
ing the recipient off-guard with a
time-sensitive request, calling for a
snap decision.

We should never volunteer in-
formation on the spur of the mo-
ment. Nothing is lost by a short
time-out for careful consideration.

A real fnend or relative, or legit-
imate business, will respect a small
delay.

It they don't, it should provide
the reddest of red flags.

Sound off

TUESDAY'S QUESTION

\Was it a mistake for the Rutland Park Sodety
to not adopt the changes to Centennial Park

BUT... proposed by the city?
YES 67%
NO 33%
UNDECIDED 0%

AS

THURSDAY'S QUESTION

Do you think retesting should be mandatory
for drivers after they turn 657 See letter on

To register your opinion on the
Sound Off question, go to
www.kelownacapnews.com
or call 250-979-7303. Results will be

tabulated until 2 p.m. Monday.

It’s just plain reckless and stupid not to wear your seatbelt

here 1s no dis-

pute: Seatbelts

save lives. Sta-
tistics clearly show that
car crash deaths go
down as seatbelt use
TOES 1.

[ buckle up every
time I am behind the
wheel and insist that
evervone else in my
vehicle do the same. I preach to taxi
drivers who tell me that they are ex-
empt from seatbelt laws, saying that
they should think more about pro-
tecting themselves and others in the
cab and less about tickets.

Failure to wear a seatbelt puts
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vourself at nsk along
with evervone else in
vour vehicle because
vour unbelted body in
certam kinds of crash-
es can become a lethal

ACHIEVING
JUSTICE

projectile.
Paul Public awareness
gﬂ“ Cﬂl'['l[xlllgtl":- have suc-

cessfully transformed
our society from the
old days when I was a child, playing
unbelted on cushions in the back seat
during long road trips, to the present
day when it 15 rare to see anyone un-
belted.

Buckling up has become second
nature. We feel naked until we have

pulled the belt over the shoulder and
clicked it in. We think of anyone dniv-
ing without a seatbelt as being care-
less, taking on a risk that could so eas-
ily be avorded.

There 15 another sk, though. The
other risk 1s the complacency that
comes from a false sense of safety
and security. The notion that “If I am
wearing my seatbelt, I will avoid a
serous injury” 1s sumply not true.

The reality 1s that whale a seat-
belt offers an overall statistical advan-
tage, the use of a seatbelt in a particu-
lar crash or collision may do nothing
to protect you. For example, a seat-
belt will do nothing to protect a drrv-
er's body and head from the forces of

adnver's side T-bone impact.

There are also types of collisions
where the seatbelt wall prevent im-
pact injuries that would otherwise
occur when vour body is flung into
the steering wheel and dash board.
but will actually cause other injunies
that occur because your waist and one
shoulder are held in place while the
rest of your body and head are free to
fling around.

In rare circumstance, a seatbelt
can actually kill you, if it holds vou
withan a vehicle that sustains catas-
trophic damage.

Does it matter that there are some
crashes and collisions where a seat-
belt will do nothing to help or might

do more harm than good? In my view
it should not cause you to second
guess vour second nature seatbelt use,
In my view, it's just plain reckless and
stupid (to use a word my wife 15 try-
ing to get my father to stop saying
around the children) not to wear your
seatbelt.

[t can matter, though, to the nghts
of an unbelted vehicle occupant who
15 injured in a crash that was not their
fault.

British Columbia law says that if
you share fault in the cause of an in-
jury, yvou are not entitled to compensa-
tion to the proportion of that fault. In

SEE HErGOTT A9
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V¥ ELECTRIC CAR CHARGER

Who pays for electric car fill-up?

To the editor:

Re vour article of
Aug. 14, 2014 (Fast Char-
ging Station Offered to
West Kelowna).

While I applaud clean
energy use, | must object
to the way this system is
being implemented, for
the following reasons:

. BC Hydro 15 fund-
ing the building of the

charging system. Ask a

hydro customer why, if

we don't have an electric
car, are we are funding
thus station?

2. It1s estimated by the
Dhstnict of West Kelow-
na to cost 51,000 a year to
maintam the station. How
did the district reach this
figure? Did 1t do a cost an-
alyses broad sheet? What

¥ HIGHWAYS & BYWAYS

On traffic speed traps and senior drivers

To the editor:

A recent editonal
m Maclean’s magazine
praised the fact that B.C.'s
speed limits have been
raised to match the natural
flow of traffic at which 85
per cent of drivers travel.

Whale this may apply
to the Coquihalla and a
few other spots, it certain-
ly does not apply to the
WE Bennett Bndge or
Bridge Hall.

The bridge 15 posted
at 60 kmvh with absolute-
ly no one doing under 80,

The only saviour here
18 the RCMP can’t really
set up a speed trap unless
they use a handheld on the
sidewalk.

The real travesty is
coming down the hll
from West Kelowna.

This 15 posted at 50
kmvh for construction that
15 oocurnng way off in the

(rateful for pay-it-
forward kindness

To the editor:
To the two gals in

Milestones on Friday,
Aug. 15 around 7:30 p.m.
Thank so very much

for your wonderful act of

kindness in paying for our
dinner without our know-
mng. What a lovely sur-
prize. We only wish that
the three of us could have
personally thanked wyou

for bnghtemng our day

our waiter.
We  pronuse

SOITREONE,

West Vancouver

if it costs more o main-
tain? Who 1s going to pay
the extra costs for the ex-
tra maintenance? The dis-
tmict? Is the distnct go-
g to pay this 51,000 for
yearly maintenance?

3. The article says
it will cost S2/session.
Again, on what basis is
this cost being based?

4. Will the cost include

distance behind cement
barners. The local con-
stabulary like to set up at
the bottom of the nll and
reel in hundreds every
day. It should be relaxing
to watch a group of men
“fishing™ but this activ-
ity seems to elicit a more
negative reaction.

While I am beating
the dnving drum, [ won-
der if there 1s any answer
to re-certifying the large

To the editor:
[ would like to express

. my great appreciation for
and puting huge smiles |
on our faces and that of

the wonderful care [ re-

- cently received at Hospice
' House, Kelowna.
that |
we also will pay it for- |
ward and likewise dehght |
- tact, including all staff and
John and Sally |
Sapinsky, |
Sandra Morrison, |
o see me felt the same
- sense of overwhelming

It 15 a place of per-
fection, where everyone
with whom [ came in con-

every volunteer, is a heal-
er.
Each visitor who came

all taxes (including transit
levies)?

3. Are there going to
be service people (like gas
attendants) at the station?
If s0, who will pay their
wages? At what wage wall
they be paid?

6. Will this $2 charge
be a flat rate or will it de-
pend on how much elec-
tricity 1s used to charge the

number of senior drivers
in this town.

Just go to any large
store parking lot and
watch. Very slow moving
vehicles piloted by semiors
who can barely wallk.

Watch them try and
get out of the car and
shuffle to the store. What
kind of reaction time do
they have it a kid runs out
in front of them?

We often hear of sen-

goodness that permeates
the place. We have a jew-
el in our community that
we should all celebrate it.
Awareness of its presence
must be of great comfort
and peace of nund to any-
one expenencing end-of-
life 1ssues in the fammuly.
Criticism of the food
provided to patients by
Interior Health Author-
ity is, indeed, very valid.
The fact that IHA does not
use its purchasing power

batteries?

As | have said before,
I'm all for clean energy,
but I cannot see how BC
Hydro and the district can
implement this program
without it being faur to the
rate pavers (hydro) and
taxpayers (district).

Doug McNair,
West Kelowna

wr drivers plowing into
buildings because they
confused the gas and the
brake.

[ encourage (Trans-
portation Minister) Todd
Stone to0 make re-test-
ing mandatory every five
years after age 05, Just
50 you know, [ am in my
6k and fully support this
MOVE,

Bruce Stevenson,
Kelowna

Only thing not great at Kelowna's
‘Hospice House Is the food

to obtain great contracts
from local food industries
to provide good, fresh, lo-
cal nounshment to its cli-
ents 15, i my opumon, dis-
araceful!

That being sad, [ want

to express my feelings of

absolute inspiration and
heartfelt gratitude to all
those marvellous care-

givers at Hospice House.

Joan Richard,
Kelowna

Insurance repercussions for unbelted passengers

HERGOTT FROM AS

other words, if an unbelt-
ed passenger1s injured
because the driver crashes
the car, the defending in-
surance company will es-
cape having to fully com-
pensate the imjured pas-
senger it the use of the
seatbelt would have pre-
vented or reduced the in-
Jury.

Thas issue came up in
the July 25, 2014, deci-
sion of Mr. Justice Grauer
in Van v. Howlett. Ms.
Van was the front seat
passenger of a vehicle that
was T-boned at the rear
driver’s side, causing the
vehicle to spin counter-
clockwise, launch into the
air, land on the passen-
ger side, and then bounce
back to an upright pos-

ition. Ms. Van was ejected
from the velucle.

The injuries were very
significant, and the court
assessed a valuation of
fair financial compensa-
tion for her imuries and
losses to be over 54 Mil-
lion.

Mr. Justice Grauer
found that the most ser-
ious of Ms. Van's injuries
“were caused by the mas-
sive and sustained force
of the impact between her
side of the vehicle and
the road, whach the seat-
belt wiould not have pre-
vented'.

The defence tried
to argue that the court
should conclude that the
fanlure to wear a seatbelt
would at least have less-
ened her injuries, even
though there was no dir-

ect evidence of that. They
relied on statistical evi-
dence that those ejected
from a vehicle generally
face a much higher injury
EXpOsLre.

The court rejected that
argument, citing the fol-
lowing quote from an-
other case: “The statis-
tical effectiveness of seat
belts has not, however, in
my view eliminated, or al-
tered, the onus of proot in
individual cases. The onus
remaimns on the defendant
to show upon a balance
of probability that the
use of a functioning seat-
belt would have avorded.
or nunimized, the injur-
1es which were 1n fact suf-
fered by the plaintiff.”

Yes, Ms. Van should
have been wearing her
seathbelt: we all should.

Our general perception
and the statistical ad-
vantage seathelts offer,
though, should not get in
the way of justice if in a
particular crash it 1s not
proven that the seatbelt

would have made any dif-
ference.

Paul He'rqun‘ I8 a per-
somal infury lavwver at
Hergott Law in West Ke-
lowna.

paul@fdaw.ca

Express yourself

We welcome letters that comment in a timely manner about
stories and editorials published in the Capital News.

Letters under 200 words will be given priority. We reserve the
right to edit for clarity, brevity, legality and taste.

Letters sent directly to reporters may be treated as letters to

the editor,

Letters must bear the name, address and telephone number
of the witer. Names will be withheld at the editor’s discretion,
only under exceptional circumstances.

E-mail letters to edit@kelownacapnews.com, fax to
763-8469 or mail to The Editor, Capital News,
2495 Enterprise Way, Kelowna, B.C, V1X TK2.
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~ RUTLAND'S CANDY STORE -~
207 RUTLAND ROAD NORTH
ACROSS FROM CENTENNIAL PARK ON RUTLAND RD.
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Dolyna
Ukrainian Dancers

www.dolynadancers.com

. 4.

Lipainian Dance ard Culture Classes

Age- 4 be yaurg adual _,g-?" '='+
Siart - September 9, 2014 o of T ﬂ
Conlacl- dolygnadancersgmaileom Kelowna
Teni- {(250) 300-02533
Dians- (250) 451 -8563 Bl i
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QUALITY MEATS & ORIGINAL RECIPES
¢ INSTOREMADE 1\ [~ FRESHI k.

PULLED || BCLAMB
Pom(@ AND VEAL

THIS WEEK
,qt. )\ WHILE SUPPLIES LASTI
INSTOREMADE ~ \ /~  INSTOREMADE )

DVEH BAKED TURKEY

ROAST BEH: BREAKFAST SAUSAEE
o $ 199;’1':"]5. 5
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

3995 Lakeshore Road, Kelowna
250-764-7232

WWW. missionmedats.com
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