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Vore detailed accuracy requested for car accident injuries

“ve got my hands
I taped. gloves on and
I'm circling the ring.
Up until now, I've
been standing on a soap-
box, my words going “out
there™ without any indica-
tion that my swings have

—_

LKET
'aN SALE NOW!

been meeting anyvthing of
a target.

Thanks to my news-
paper editor, I finally have
a target to swing at after
seven years of preaching.

[ suppose I may be
taking a bt of a nsk, put-

First Bux &
& irﬂll‘ﬂ Illiﬂ"

g AVAILABLE & s Cantr

arww e

Ty BT ety
| L FOL !
;H:'l!". CTON e

Toys$us BABIESHUS

ting a “‘beat down" on the
very person who has been
giving me a soapbox from
which to preach every
week in the Capital News
for the last seven years.

For the first time in
my memory, an “edi-
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tor’s note” was added to
my last column: “Editor’s
Note: Reporters don't de-
termune whether there
were injuries or their ex-
tent, they relay informa-
tion provided by police at
the scene or from police
reports.”

My column chal-
lenged public perceptions
that the most common of
injunes that occur in mo-
tor vehicle crashes are not
SETOUS.

[ have written a num-
ber of umes about how
dangerous I believe those
perceptions to be.

I believe there to be a
correlation between how
SEI10US W Perceive car
crash consequences to be
and the level of care we
take behind the wheel.

If we perceive there to
be “no injuries” or “minor
injunies” in the rmun-of-the-
mull rear-ender or T-bone
collision—the types of
colhsions that make up
the approximately 22 to
23 crashes that occur in
Kelowna every day (ves,
every day —then why
bother put the effort into
paying close attention to
the road ahead of us?

[ blamed the media
for those public percep-
tions: “Listen to, watch or
read about car crashes and
unless there are broken
bones, or hospital stays in
intensive care, reporters
seem to give the impres-
sion there were no inju-
ries.” There is an endless
stream of such reports.

The most recent re-
porting of a crash, as of
the time I am writing this,
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was Monday evening.

The RCMP offi-
cer was quoted as saying
“A head-on collision oc-
curred and ar bags were
deploved. There was ex-
tensive damage to both
vehicles.”

The story concluded
with this statement: “One
driver was transported to
Kelowna General Hos-
pital for observation and
treatment of munor inju-
res.”

What conclusion 1s
to be drawn from that re-
porting? Even in a hugh
impact collision with ex-
tensive damage to the ve-
hicles, there were no con-
sequences, the one driv-
er and any passengers had
no njunes,

Only one velucle oc-
cupant had any injuries at
all and they were “minor.”
What does “minor™ con-
jure up for you? For me,

[ think of something that
might require a band-aid
and a kiss.

The news media an-
swer: “T'm sumply report-
ing what the police told
me.” Oh nght, yes. Of
course. That's perfectly
sensible.

Find someone on the
scene with no medical ex-
pertise and report on his
or her medical diagnoses.

[ did a quick Inter-
net search to find to what
extent reporters are gov-
erned by a code of ethics.

I found a site for the
Society of Protessional
Journalists which boasts
of “improving and pro-
tecting journalism since
1905."

The very first gide-
line 15: “Take responsibili-
ty for the accuracy of their
work. Venfy information
before releasing it. Use
original sources whenever
possible.”

How about, instead.,
oo to the folks at the scene
with the most medical ex-
pertise— the ambulance
personnel. Good luck
with that. They know bet-
ter.

Through discussions
with their higher-ups, 1
proposed, and received
confirmation of the fol-
lowing: “Pursuant to the
Media Relations Policy
of BC Emergency Health
Services, a BC Ambu-
lance Service Representa-
tive should not refer to in-
juries sustaned in a motor
vehicle incident as “nu-
nor’ and should not indi-
cate at the scene of a mo-
tor vehicle collision that
any of the occupants of
any vehicles/pedestrian/
cyclist had not suffered
any injury at all.”

It 15 common knowl-
edge to any medical doc-
tor, speciahist doctor,
physiotherapist, chiro-
practor, massage thera-
pist, really anyone in the
medical field, that hife
long pain and function-
al hmitation can occur as

a result of injuries sus-
tauned in motor vehicle
collisions even when, at
the scene, there are no ap-
parent (visible) injuries
and even the victim has
no awareness of any inju-
ry at all.

It typically takes
hours betore the tissues
that have been strained
and sprained become 1n-
flamed and painful.

Just like over-stretch-
ing an elastic band, 1t 15
common for those sprain/
sirain juries NEver, ever
to recover.

Ask those vehicle oc-
cupants today how they
are feeling. Ask them a
vear from now. Ask them
10 vears from now,

The irresponsible re-
porting has to stop. Do
yvour research. Talk to the
medical community.

Stop feeding into dan-
gerous public mispercep-
tions of the serousness of
car crash injuries.

Time will tell whether
[ just threw a kaller bunch
that will change the tide
of car crash reporting in
British Columbia or, more
likely, I just pissed in the
wind. I can already feel
the splashes.

This column is intend-
ed to provide general in-
formation about injury
claims. It is not a substi-
tute for retaining a lawver
to provide legal advice
specificallv pertaining
ter vour case. Paul Her-
gott is a personal injury
lawyer at Hergott Law in
West Kelowna,

parel@felaw.ca

Salvation Army food bank drive in Westhank

Craftsman Collision wants to

make a dent in the need for dona-
tions to the Salvation Army food

bank program.

Craftsman 15 hosting sinmular
food drives across the province at its
various auto body shop locations,

Called "Making a Dent...in

5 pm.

hunger,” the food drive donations
can be dropped off at the Save-On-
Foods store in Westhank, 1-2475
Dobbin Rd., on Saturday from | to

In the Central Okanagan, The
Salvation Army’s Commumity Life
Centre in Rutland assists an average

of 300 people a month with support-
e food hampers to help make the
tough times a bit easier.

Learn more about this event on-

line at www.salvatonarmy.ca/brit-

dent/,

JOIN US ON SUNDAY SEPT 21, 2014
WALKNOWFOR Central Okanagan Valley

AUTISM SPEAKS CANADA: Waterfront Park, Kelowna
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Registration: 8:30am
REGISTER (FREE) « VOLUNTEER » DONATE @ www.autismspeaks.ca
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