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Placing a value on accident injuries disrupt

What is my ICBC claim
wiorth? How long wall it
take to settle my daim?

| am asked these

guestions all the time.
Your ICBC adjuster

has made an offer that

could settle the claim

immediately. To make

a decision, you need to
know how close the offer
15 to fair and how long it
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will take to achieve that
tair compensation if you
choose to reject it and
hire a lawyer.

When you consider the
one-third fees you will
pay and the time it takes
to get to a fair result,
you might as well settle
directly with ICBC if | tell
you that your claim Is
worth anything close to
what the ICEC adjuster is
offering.

I am usually asked
those questions at a time
when there s ongoing
pain, stiffness and other
symptoms, and therapy s
ongoing. There might or
might not have been time
missed from work.

You have had a rough
few months since the
crash, but that's water
under the bridge.

It ICBC Is prepared to
reimburse your income
loss and expenses and
pay you a few thousand
dollars on top of that, you
don't want to be greedy.

It turns out that a few
thousand dollars right
well be fair financial
compensation for crash
Injury symptoms that
completely resolve within
a few months.

Achieving
Justice
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That "few months"”
time frame is critical,
though.

Let's say | offer you
$5,500 to participate in a
study that requires you to
have a toothache for the
next three months, what
would you say?

Many people work out
of town, enduring harsh
working conditions to
make extra money.

If you look at enduring
a toothache like enduring
out-of-town, harsh
working conditions,
that offer might scund
attractive to you.

Turn that “few
months® into a "few
years” though. You'd
have to be a drug addict,
desperate for your next
fix, in order to accept
$5,500 in exchange for
agreeing to endure a
toothache that lasts a few
years.

With car crash
symptoms, you can
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automatically turn
a "tew years" into
“the rest of your
life. "

If you are
continuing to
experience crash
related symptoms
twio or three
yvears after a collision, the
medical science is that
you are unlikely ever to
fully recover.

Your symptoms don't
look like much to the
outside world; no more
than a toothache would.

A toothache, though,
aches away regardless
of what you do. Unlike
a toothache, injuries
to your neck and back
interfere with your ability
to do some of the things
you used to be able to do
and get worse when you
participate in activties
you used to enjoy.

If you are fortunate
enough that your
symptoms go on to 100
per cent, completely
resolve within a few
manths of the crash, then
that few thousand dollars
15 within a close enough
range of fair that it is
unlikely to be warthwhile
to get a lawyer involved.

If not, and you
end up with anything
of an ongoing
"toothache,” the scale
of fair compensation {not
Including income loss
and expenses) starts at a

ng your life

few "tens of thousands”
of dollars, the upper

end depending on how
significant the ongoing
symptoms are and how
much of an impact those
symptoms wall have on
your life on an ongoing,
chronic basis.

| doubt there is anyone
besides a strung out
drug addict who would
accept $50,000, $80,000
or event even $150,000
to participate in a study
that wiould require you to
endure life-long, chronic,
symptoms, however
minor they seem to those
around you, even If you
were able to continue
wiorking and continue to
participate in most of the
activities you enjoy.

Will ICBC offer
compensation anywhere
near those ranges to an
unrepresented injury
victim?

I've been in this
business for20 years
and |'ve never heard of
it. Instead, they seem
to hold onto their " few
thousand dollars” range
regardless of the prospect
of a lifetime of chronic
symptoms, which is
why there 1s maore than
enough work for personal
Injury lawyers.

Faul Hergott is a
West Kelowna lawyer
specializing in personal
Injury cases.

paul@hlaw ca

Film's focus on aboriginal
Integration in Australia

The Kelowna chapter of Amnesty International wall
present the film, Rabbit-Proof Fence, on Friday, Jan. 30,
at the Okanagan College theatre, 7:30 p.m.

The documentary 1s about the true story of Mally
Craig, a young abonginal Australian girl who, in
1931, led her younger sister and cousin in an escape
from a government camp, set up as part of an offical
Australian government policy to train them as domestic
servants and integrate them into white society.

They escape as the rain comes that can cover their
tracks. With grit and determination Molly guides the
girls on a journey, one step ahead of the authorities,
over Australia’s outback in search of one of the long
rabbit-proof fences built in western Australia to prevent
rabbits from destroying crops and pasture

They then follow the fence toward their home, a

1,500-mile journey.

Admission to the film is by donation. For more
information, call 250-769-4740.
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