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If the name Paul Her-
gott sounds familiar, 
it might be because 

he’s helped you with a 
legal issue, captured your 
attention with his legal 
column in this newspaper 
or fed you a hot diggity 
dog at the Westside Daze 
parade. 

Besides keeping high 
pro� le on this side of the 
lake, Hergott has made a 
name for himself in the 
Okanagan as a personal 
injury lawyer that ICBC 
isn’t too fond of. 

But the winner of 
three Westbank Chamber 
Key Business Excellence 
Awards views the insur-
ance corporation’s dislike 
for him as a good thing. 

“I act only against 
ICBC,” said Hergott. “I 
never act on its behalf.” 

If you’ve ever read 
his column which has 
been published in the 
Westside section of the 
Capital News for more 
than two years, you prob-
ably already know that 
he’s the go-to-guy if 
you’ve been injured in a 
car crash.

But what you might 
not know is that he 
should be the go-to-guy 
for notary services as 
well. 

For the last year he’s 
been donating the $30 
notarial fee directly to 
the local non-pro� t brain 
injury support system, 
BrainTrust Canada Asso-
ciation.

“It’s an easy way for 

us to give back,” he said. 
“I think people 

would go out of their way 
to come to us for this 
service if they knew their 
entire payment was going 
to such a worthy cause.”

The other thing he 
likes doing for free is 
cooking up hot dogs and 
giving them out to locals 
at the annual Westside 
Daze parade in July. 

“Last year was our 
� rst time and it was a 
blast,” said Hergott. 

“Our goal this year 
is to give out 1,500 hot 
dogs.”

A kid at heart, 
Hergott’s playmates are 
his three children, who 
range from three- to 
seven-years-old. 

Besides raising their 

children, he and his wife 
of 10 years work togeth-
er as well. 

Terri Hergott special-
izes in the real estate 
conveyancing and 
re� nancing side of their 
legal business. 

With � ve additional 
employees, the pair oper-
ate out of their of� ces at 
Hergott Law, which will 
celebrate it’s second anni-
versary in September. 

Prior to making the 
leap of independence—
Hergott was with Bas-
sett and Company for 11 
years, where he got his 
start as a litigator. 

“I was drawn to the 
litigation side of law be-
cause it gives me a real 
sense of power against 
injustice and unfairness,” 
said Hergott. 

“I feel physically ill 
when I hear of people 
being taken advantage 
of. Working for people 
against ICBC allows me 
to be instrumental in pre-
venting that from hap-
pening.” 

Busy these days im-
plementing a paperless 
of� ce, he’s doing his best 
to work on behalf of the 
environment too. 

“This is a system 
quite unique to the law 
industry and we believe 
it will make a real dif-
ference. Every little bit 
helps.”

One of the founding 
members of the Okanag-
an Business to Business 
networking group, he 

is also serving as chair-
man of the group, which 
this year is celebrating its 
10th anniversary. 

“An awful lot of vol-
unteer work goes into the 
OBB,” said Hergott. 

“Not just from me, 
but from all those who 
have served on the execu-
tive and the many fantas-
tic members who belong. 
It’s an incredible support 

system I’m thrilled to be 
associated with.”

A long-time mem-
ber of the Kelowna Com-
munity Chorus, he sings 
his heart out on a week-
ly basis and is often heard 
encouraging others to 
also get out and sing. 

“People get self-con-
scious about their sing-
ing—it’s such a shame. 
We should feel free to 

sing like we did when we 
were really young, before 
anyone said anything as 
silly as ‘don’t give up 
your day job’.”

Not likely to give 
up his day job any time 
soon, Hergott can be 
found doling out his legal 
advice in his of� ce on In-
dustrial Road in West 
Kelowna beside World 
Gym. 

But don’t be sur-
prised if you hear him at 
least humming a ditty or 
two while he does it. 

With a song in his 
heart, he’s committed to 
being a kid ‘til the end. 

Lori Welbourne is an 
advertising consultant 
with the Capital News.

loriwelbourne@shaw.ca

WESTSIDEWESTSIDE

Jason Luciw
WESTSIDE REPORTER

A compromise has been reached 
between the District of West Kelowna 
and the Westbank and District Cham-
ber of Commerce in the ongoing 
debate over what to do with the 
Visitor Information Centre in West-
bank.

For now the municipality has 
agreed to a $38,500 grant to sup-
port the centre’s operations for one 
more year, instead of the $45,000 the 
chamber wanted.

The amount will be raised at the 

next board meeting, said chamber 
president Broc Braconnier.

“We feel we’ll be able to operate 
with it. It’s most certainly a step for-
ward,” he said.

Council approved the reduced 
amount at its meeting earlier this 
week, after municipal staff worked 
with the chamber to determine the 
centre’s anticipated expenses for 
2009.

Coun. Rosalind Neis opposed 
the grant, however, feeling funding 
sources, other than taxpayer dollars, 
should be found.

But the chamber contends it’s the 

municipality’s responsibility to fund 
the centre, just as other incorporat-
ed areas around the province do. It’s 
not within the local chamber’s man-
date to operate a visitor centre, said 
Braconnier. 

Until last year, the regional dis-
trict provided a grant to operate the 
information centre. CORD received 
provincial funding through the Union 
of B.C. Municipalities to support the 
arrangement. That deal ended with 
West Kelowna incorporation. but 
the municipality make a similar deal 
with the UBCM.

Coun. Duane Ophus said the 

chamber should run the centre until 
a more permanent solution for the 
operation can be found.

After the meeting, he explained 
there are several other potential op-
tions to fund the centre and support 
other tourism initiatives in West Ke-
lowna. 

The chamber’s tourism commit-
tee is exploring options now, includ-
ing a possible two per cent hotel tax 
or a small tourism levy on business li-
censes. 

Businesses in West Kelonwa al-
ready pay 2.45 times the amount of 
taxes that residents pay and business 

owners feel thay are entitled to some 
returned services from the munici-
pality too.

Mayor Doug Findlater supported 
the $38,500 grant to the chamber be-
cause he feels the information centre 
is an important part of the district’s 
economic development efforts.

“Yes, it needs to be different 
(and) there are processes going on as 
to how it can be different,” said the 
mayor. “In the meantime, I think we 
have to work with what we have (be-
cause) it’s very dif� cult to rebuild this 
kind of service once you let it go and 
it’s needed.”

▼ COUNCIL

Visitor centre funding falls short of chamber’s request
news

▼ BUSINESS

Legal beagle has plenty on his plate in addition to the law
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WEST KELOWNA lawyer Paul Hergott is not just a litigator who deals with personal injury cases, he is also a 
legal columnist for the Capital News.
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OF PEOPLE 
BEING TAKEN 
ADVANTAGE OF.

Paul Hergott

Sending a package? Get a courier.
Need the news? Read the Capital News

Provincial, national 
and international news,

Monday to Friday.

opinion

TUESDAY TOES
Pedicure $40  •  Gel Toes $50

WEDNESDAY WAXING
10% OFF All Waxing

THURSDAY PERMS
$60 for a Perm  •  $75 with a Haircut

FRIDAY LADIES DAY
20% OFF Haircut or Colour

SATURDAY MENS DAY
Haircuts $15

Walk-Ins Welcome
250-769-12421826 Byland Road

Because 
Everyday at 

is Special...

Studio Spa
  

Modern Technology 
Old Fashioned Service 

And A Family That Cares.

MID TOWN AUTOMOTIVE
2510 Juliann Road, Westside (off Stevens)

769-3082

 Need a mechanic you can trust?
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ND  VEHICLE? HOWIE CAN FIND IT!

Ask Howie or Adam for a competitive 
tire quote.

2004 MAZDA RX8 GT 
Silver Coupe 6 spd., fully loaded ODO, 29,800

$19,995 obo
Open to Offers

and Trades


