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What good can come from driving tragedy?

Our broken hearts ache
for something positive
to rise up from the worst
tragedies.

It Is January 28,
2015, on a straight
stretch of Highway 33,
east of Kelowna. Itis

: f braking or evasive
Achieving steering.
Justice The crash down
a 150-metre chff
PAUL takes the life of
HERGOTT the sole occupant,

Alexandra, who is
Just 21 years old.

personnel at the scene.
He tried to make sense
of it and believes that his
daughter, who had been
overtired, may hawve fallen
asleep.

Our hearts ache for
this tragic loss of a young
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As our memory of the
loss fades, though, so
does our grip. We ache
for a more lasting legacy.

hight Alexandra's
senseless loss prevent
another? Might her loss
pe leveraged to prevent a
multitude of others?

‘Alexandra’s Story’
could be told in high
school classrooms to
help our young people
learn and fully appreciate
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that motor vehicles

are dangerous, heavy
machinery requinng the
utmost care and respect.

In my experence,
though, young people
may be the least in need
of that lesson. Young
pecple are products
of our society's driving
culture.

We are all 3 product
of our driving culture—a
culture of complacency.
Those of us motivated to
change that culture face a
horrendously uphill battle,
countered every step of
the way by advertising
campaigns espousing the
safety of motor vehicles
and continual media

reports suggesting that
crashes don't come with
Consequences.

Precious little s being
done to change our
drving culture.

Alexandra’s story
could be the impetus for
a road safety initiative
requiring those obtaining,
as well as renewing, our
licences to sit through a
half hour satety video.
The photograph of those
tire tracks could be the
opening Image.

hass advertising Is
expensive, particularly
when it is important to
reach all demographics.
By requinng a viewing
of the video when

obtaining and renewing
our driver’s licences,

we are guaranteed that
everyone will benefit. It
would require as little
capital expenditure as the
video production and a
designated viewing room
at each driver's licence
Issuing location.

Let us pay our respects
to Alexandra’s memory
by making whatever
contribution each of
us can make to help
prevent future road
traffic tragedies. Those In
positions of influence can
do more than others.

Faul Hergott is a
personal injury lawyer.

paul@hiaw ca

West Kelowna hosts Family
Day events at arena, pool

The District 1s hosting
Stick n Puck n Rings for
kids aged from 5 to 17 on
Family Day, Monday, Feb.
9_in Jim Lind Arena.

» Stick n Puck n Rings (5-
Qyrs) 10:45-11:45 am

» Stick n Puck n Rings
(10-13 yrs) 11:45-12:45

e Stick n Puck n Rings

(14-17 yrs) 1-2 pm.

The cost for admission
15$2.50. Thearena is
located at 2760 Cameron
Rd., West Kelowna.

Johnson Bentley
Memoral Aquatic Centre
15 hosting a Family Day
Swim. Families have
the opportunity to

spend more guality time
together for half the
price. The Family Day
Swim is from noon to 4
p.m. and admission Is
only $5 per family.

The aquatic centre
15 located at 3737 Old
Okanagan Highway, West
Kelowna.

On February 11,
I’'m Inviting
everyone over.

CHRISTINE RENY,
AT CHARTWELL SINCE 2007.
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cHArRTWell ‘

VALENTINES
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February 11,

7:00pm
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