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Courts recognize domestic duties should be valued

A text from my wife:
"Paul...We've been
together for almost 17
years now.. And | feel
like | should tell you
something...The beer

fridge does not refill itself.

It's true—all these years
I've been doing it—in the
morning | take the beer
off the shelf and put it
In the fridge to make it
cold.*

What's next? Does
the laundry not do itself,
dinner not self-prepare;
house not keep itself
clean and orderly?
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paid work we do

outside of the home,

15 acknowledged by

a paycheque, which
values that work at some
hourly rate for every hour

worked.

Perhaps if my wife kept
a time card and billed
me by the hour | would
not take this important

“domestic” work

for granted. |

might also have to

get a second job!
What about if

she was injured

In & car crash,

an injury that

prevented her

from being reasonably
able to do some of this
unpaid work?

What if our children
or extended family

members, perhaps a

friend from time to time,
stepped in to do the
things she had otherwise
done, also without pay?
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Does our legal system
provide for some sort
of compensation for
that lost capability even
though it was not earning
any dollars before the
crash and hasn't cost
anything because of the
tree help provided since?

A very recent decision
of our British Columbia
Supreme Court has
affirmed that the courts
and our legal system
value domestic duties and
a loss of the capability of
doing domestic work.

The judgment for Liu
v. Bains, 2015 BCSC 486,
was Issued by Madam
Justice Gray on March 31,
2015.

The person bringing
the claim for fair financial
compensation, Ms. Liu,
had been injured in three
separate motor vehicle

crashes.

A hard working
immigrant, Ms. Liu had
worked in a commercial
laundry as well as looked
after the family home.

The crashes caused
soft tissue injury related
chronic pain that had
eliminated her ability to
work and to carry on with
looking after the home.

The domestic duties
were taken aver by her
relatives, primanly two
daughters.

Citing well established
legal precedents,
Madam Justice Gray
noted that fair financial
compensation “...may
be awarded for loss of
housekeeping capacty
even If the plaintiff has
not incurred any actual
expenses for hired
services.”

Ms. Liu's lawyer
argued that, estimated
conservatively, It took
approximately 12 hours
per week to maintain the
household, an estimate
which the court accepted.

How were these hours
valued? Not having
any evidence of what
paid domestic services
actually would have cost
to purchase, Madam
Justice Gray used the
same $11.15 per hour
s, Liu had been earning
at the commercial laundry
before the first crash.

The award of fair
financial compensation
for her loss of ability to do
domestic work during the
approximately five years
before tnial was $35,000.

Her ongoing loss of
that ability in the future
was separately assessed

at another $35,000,
for a total of $70,000
compensation for these
elements of loss.

hMost people with
chronic pain are able
to continue performing
domestic work to
maintain the home by
pacing that work and
changing how certain
tasks are done so as to
minimize aggravations of
that pain.

For some, though,
this 15 not reasonably
achievable and justice
demands that this
loss of ability be fairly
compensated.

Faul Hergott is a lawyer

at Hergott Law in West
Kelowna.

paul@hiaw.ca
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| was having severe lower back pain.
| decided to try acupuncture and...my

pain is virtually gone and I am again

enjoying life to its fullest. —R.0.

1625 Ellis St, Kelowna 250-861-8863 S
www.OkanaganAcupuncture.com j

Easter bunny will hang out in the Mission

Angie Brown

Cordribatoe

Families who are looking to
“nang out” with the Easter bunny,
collect eqggs, and have a good timea
are in luck this weekend.

Mission Community Hall, at
4409 Lakeshore Rd., will host its
Inaugural pancake breakfast with
the Easter bunny on Saturday, as
well as an Easter egg hunt and
other games for the kids.

Breakfast starts at 9 a.m., and
the Easter egg hunt begins at 10:30
a.m.

Organizer Beverly Dawe said
there are going to be more than
5,000 "treasures"” for kids to find.

“There are going to be lots of

special treats. There are chocolate
eggs, and plastic eggs with gift
certificates from McDonald's and
Dairy Queen," Dawe said.

Even Club Penguin has donated a
special prize. "We have lots of good
sponsors,” she said.

The event is also going to have
tace painting, crafts, helium
balloons and a bouncy castle. The
Easter bunny imself will be present
for both the pancake breakfast and
the Easter egg hunt.

Dawe said the event was
onginally intended to be for the
Mission area, but she found people
were driving from West Kelowna,
Rutland and Glenmore to purchase
tickets.

“It's gone more Cty-wide than

|ust in the neighbourhood, which is
cool to see.”

The cost of entry 1s $3 wath a
tood bank donation. Advanced
ticket sales are over, with day of
the event ticket sales based on
availability.

Two-hundred advanced tickets
have already been sold, and Dawe
15 expecting around 500 people to
come out this Saturday.

“We wanted to create
community engagement, promote
the community hall, and bring
awareness to this great community
centre,” she said.

“Plus, I'm a big kid at heart.”

Dawe adwises people to arrive
early because the day Is going to
be busy.
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Free Drop In Sessions with

Dr. Tim Wood

In-Store Spinal Screenings with Dr. Tim Wood, DC,
Mountainview Wellness Centre

Chiropractor, Tim Wood will assess your back pain for free to determine
if it's spine related and can be treated with gentle chiropractic care.

Wednesday, April 15, 12:00-4:00pm.
Phone 250-862-4864

For more information visit our website:

www.choicesmarkets.com
1937 Harvey Ave. at Spall Kelowna | 250.862.4864




