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REACTING TO AN ACCIDENT

Think ahead about how to respond to a vehicle crash

|s it our sense of
consclousness that
separates us from the rest
of the beasts?

Perhaps it's our logical
brains. Many of us think
we're mighty clever.

Stick us in a stressful
situation, though, and
logic can go out the
window.,

Those with specialized
training thrive—
soldiers in a fire fight
Of an emergency room
physician faced with
multiple trauma patients.

The rest of us? If we
don't have a plan of
action figured out, our
effectiveness can be non-
existent and our good
Intentions might cause
more harm than good.

Ataratein
British Columbia of
approximately one person
Injured In 3 crash every
six minutes, a car crash
15 at the higher end of
the likeliness scale for
stressful situations we
might encounter.

While specialized
training might be a little
overkill, It might help to
put your mind to how you
might best respond.

There are important
priorities and it is
important to keep them
In mind.

For example, as
important as it is to
exchange information
with the other driver,
you don't want to be
grabbing a pen and paper
and dashing out in front
of oncoming traffic to

do so.

That brings us to the
top prionty: Safety.

Whatever emergency
first aid might be
warranted, or your fear
that the offending driver
might take off, fallure to
consider your immediate
safety and the satety of
others can make a bad
situation much, much
Worse,

In short, get yourself
and others out of harm's
Way.

A 911 call is probably
next in priorty. With
smart phones on every
hip, a 911 call can be
delegated, or even
made in the throes of
performing emergency
first aid.

Emergency services
personnel know exactly
what to do to help those
who need help and to
prevent further harm so
getting them there as
quickly as possible 1s key.

The next priority Is
caring for the injured.

Some of us know first
aid and others haven't a
clue. Those with training
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are likely to jump In, but
It doesn’t hurt to call out
for help.

The vast majonty of car
crashes, though, come
without the need for first
ald.

Most injuries, even
permanent, life changing
ones, are not apparent
at the scene, as It takes
time for damaged ftissues
to become inflamed and
painful.

You've survived 3
crash, the scene has been
secured, and there 1s no
need for emergency first
ald. What now?

| recommend that your
next prionty be witnesses.

You know what
happened, and the event
Is burned into your brain.

The other driver was
there as well, and 1s
apologizing for blowing
through that stop sign or
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Justice -

running a yellow.

You were clearly
in the right and
the other driver
was clearly in the
Wrong.

Why bother
yourself with
witnesses/

However clear the
issue of hability might
be, | recommend getting
the names and contact
information of anyone
at the scene who might
have witnessed the crash.
It is incredible how stories
can change.

Witnesses might well

assume, like you, that
liability Is so clear that
they are not required, and
might be inclined to dash
off to wherever they were
heading.

5top them and ask
that they please write
their name and contact
information on a piece of
paper for you.

It is finally time to get
the names and contact
information for any other
drivers and the owners
of the other vehicles
Involved.

Alzo get license plate
numbers. Ask to see

dnver’s licenses so that
you can be sure you
are getting the straight
goods.
Of course, if the police
have come on scene
they will look after this,
but police attend only a
minority of crash scenes.
Finally, and those smart
phones are definitely
handy for this, take 3
bunch of photographs.
Don't hold back. Take
bunches, not just of the
vehicles but also of the
overall scene. Take a video
snippet as well.
A picture says 1,000

wiords, but a video says a
whole lot more.

Mext week, I'll give
another prionty list that
covers what to do after
you have left the scene
of a crash and includes
important advice that waill
best protect your legal
rngnts while ensuring you
achieve the fullest and
quickest recovery from
your injunes as possiole.

Faul Hergott is a
personal injury fawyer at
Hergott Law in West
Kelowna.

paul@®hlaw ca
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MANAGER, REGIONAL SERVICES
Full time

The Alzheimer Society of B.C. is dedicated to help-
ing anyone concerned with or facing dementia
have the confidence and skills to maintain quality
of life, to ensuring that public policy and percep-
tions reflect the issues and reality, and to securing
funding for research.

Manager works in partnership with the Director to
ensure programs, education and services are im-
plemented and managed on behalf of organization
and that field staff are coordinated in futhlling the
Society's mission.

This newly created position will work from our
Kelowna Alzheimer Besource Centre and will be
responsible for overseeing the Society's programs
and services throughout the Interior Health Au-
thority area. The Manager will supervise staff lo-
cated in in Kelowna, Penticton, Castlegar and Ka-
micops. Regular travel to those locations, as well
as occasional travel to Vancouver, will be required.

Qualifications: Min. 8 yrs exp with relevant grad-
uate degree. Excellent oral, written,interpersonal
communications skills. 5trong experience with
service delivery at the community level. Must have
in-depth understanding of dementia and related
issues. Able to manage a diverse and demanding
workload and volunteer management.Must have
previous supervisory experience, including devel-
opment and management of a team. Some eve-
ning and weekend work is required. Flexibility with
regards to scheduling is expected. Must be able to
drive and have reliable transportation. For full job
description, visit www.alzheimerbc.org

Forward resume with covering letter that de-
tails how your gualifications match the position
to: humanresources@alzheimerbcorg  Jo-Anne
Teal, Human Resources, Alzheimer Society of B.C.
300- B28 West Bth Ave, Vancouver, B.C. V52 1E2
Posting closes: July 20, 2015

Telling your story most accurately
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