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SCHOOL BUS SAFETY

Mentality of
some drivers
is frustrating

school bus
Achieving drivers made
Justice the news last
manth with their
PAUL complaints about
HERGOTT drivers ignoring

school bus
warning lights.

A little on-line
searching led me to a public posting site that left me
gobsmacked.

Here 15 one of the online postings: "Huh. News to
me that you were required to stop when oncoming too,
thought it was only when overtaking given the painted
wording on the bus is 'Do not pass when signals
flashing.” Anyone able to link me to the applicable
sections of the MVA?"

The "s-word" screamed out at me when | read that.

Wy 11-year-old daughter, ever cautious about using
inappropriate words, would have cautioned me: “You
shouldn’t say tupid’ with an 's', Daddy."

She would be correct, as she so often 1s. Theres
nothing stupid about ignorance.

| hasten to clanfy my use of the word "ignorance”.
| do not intend the negative connotation wath which
it 15 sometimes used. | use the word with the literal
meaning—"lack of knowledge or information.”

| have a "tip of the iceberg” mentality that leads me
to feel certain that the person who contributed that
online posting is the tip of an iceberg of ignorance.

This column is my little bit of heat contribution to
melting the iceberg.

Section 149 of the Motor Vehicle Act dictates: "The
driver of a vehicle...on meeting or overtaking a school
bus...on or near which a sign or signal s displayed
indicating the school bus i1s receiving or discharging
school children, must stop the vehicle before reaching
the bus and not proceed until the bus resumes motion
or the driver of the bus signals to other drivers that it is
safe to proceed.”

I'm happy to prowvide the link to anyone who e-mails
that request.

Get caught breaking that driving law and you're
subject to a $167 ticket and three demerit points on
your license. But you'd have to be "tupid with an s for
that to be a motivation for your driving behaviour.

A collaborative study between the BC Coraners
Senvice and BC Injury Research and Prevention
Unit published November 9, 2010, identified risky
pedestrian behaviour {observed in 57.6 per cent of
fatalities) and lack of active supervision {observed In
33 per cent of the deaths of children under 10) as key
factors in child pedestrian fatalities in British Columbia.

These two key factors are present when children are
boarding and offleading a school bus—children will
dart across the street to catch their bus and will dart out
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